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Discipleship 
By Max. I. Reich 


WOULD be a true disciple, 
I have counted all the cost; 
To what profit earthly glory, 
If, at last, the soul is lost? 
As the stars withdraw their shining 
In the brightness of the sun, 
Let me lose myself in Jesus, 
Till my life with Him is one. 


I would walk with Him, my Saviour, 
I would walk with Him in white, 
Cleansed from all the works ef darkness, 
As a child of heavenly light ; 
I would choose the way He chooses, 
Love the pathway of the cross, 
Give up every false ambition. 
Count sin’s pleasures worthless dross. 


I would listen to my Saviour, 
Sit like Mary at His feet, 
In the hush of holy stillness 
Which surrounds the mercy seat 5 
Close my ear to earthly voices, 
Open up to things unseen, 
Till I see Him in His beauty, 
With no earthly veil between. 


Then forever and forever 
I shall dwell with Him above, 
In the land of perfect vision, 
In the home of perfect love : 
Blessed hope! He soon is coming 
To conduct me to that place, 
Where the heart’s deep satisfaction 
Is the sunshine of His face. 





The Thief 


Sleep is a friend, and sleep may be an enemy. 
Like many another blessing from God, it can be mis- 
used and turned against us. The story has been told 
of the great Jewish writer Israel Zangwill, that when 
he was on his way home with Herzl from the sessions 
of a Zionist Congress, and was utterly tired out, he 
fell asleep on the journey. When he awoke Herzl 
said to him: “The Guardian of Israel never slumbers 
nor sleeps.” “Aye,” replied Zangwill, “the Guardian 


- in unbelief. 


of Israel does not sleep, but Israel himself is asleep.” 
That is the tragedy of Israel to-day. The People 
chosen of God to be the ‘stewards of his life-saving, 
salvation-bringing oracles to all men, the race of which 
the Son of God chose_to be a member after the flesh, 
has slept for nineteen centuries, not the healthy slum- 
ber of rest, but the restless sleep of sin. But just 
because “He that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber 
nor sleep,” the God of Jacob will awaken his people 
by the coming of their Messiah to reveal himself to 
them, even as he did to Saul on the way to Damascus, 
and “they shall look u me whom they have pierced,” 
and shall cry out to him, awakened indeed in conviction 
of sin, for mercy, forgiveness, and salvation. We may 
well praise God for the evidence that the awakening 
is not far off, as Israel is returning to the Land for 
the first time in, nineteen centuries, the bones of the 
people are coming together, and the sinews and the 
fiesh and the skin are beginning to cover them (Ezek. 

God is asking men to-day, as he asked Ezekiel, 
n these bones live?” and God has answered his 
own question: “Thus saith the Lord God unto these 
bones; Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, 
and. ye shall live.” Israel is asleep, but God never 
sleeps; and he has pledged his word: “The heathen 
shall know that I the Lord do sanctify Israel, when 
my sanctuary shall be in the midst of them forever 


more.” 
2 a 


“ 


 Rejoicing in’ Temptation — - > 


Temptations are rich blessings. God would not 
permit: them: in the life of any child of his, if they 
were not. The Rev. J. Russell Howden, of England, 
said recently at a. Victorious Life Conference in Phila- 
delphia: “If there is not temptation, there will not be 
growth. Every temptation is intended to be a stum- 
bling-block, and it is permitted by God in order to 
be a stepping-stone.” Temptation never necessitates sin. 
If it passes into sin, we have turned away from God 
If we abide in Christ, in full faith in 
him, he pledges himself to keep us from sinning. 
Therefore in the abiding life every temptation offers 
us the opportunity of learning more of his keeping 


power; it carries~ us deeper into the blessings of 
walking in fellowship with him. No wonder we are. 
told to “count it all joy” when we “fall into divers 
temptations.” The more temptations we have, while 
abiding in him, the more we shall rejoice in the mir- 


acle of the sufficiency of his grace. 


x 


Seeing the Issue Clearly 


. Many Modernists do not see clearly the issue be- 
tween Modernism and Fundamentalism. They urge 
that the differences are not, vital; that really both sides 
agree in the important matters, and that there need be 
no controversy if only liberty in non-essentials were 
freely allowed. But occasionally a Modernist or Lib- 
eral sees.the issue clearly and defines it boldly. The 
Christian Century, a liberal periodical, is one of this 
type, and an editorial utterance it made a while ago 
is worthy of wide circulation as something that all 
Modernists should frankly accept. “Two worlds have 
crashed, the world of tradition and the world of Mod- 
ernism, ... There is a clash here as profound and 
as grim as that between Christianity and Confucian- 
ism. Amiable words cannot hide the differences. 
‘Blest be the tie’ may be sung until doomsday, but it 
cannot bind these two worlds together. The God of 
the Fundamentalist is one God; the God of the Mod- 
ernist is another. The Christ of the Fundamentalist 
is one Christ; the. Christ of Modernism is another. 
The Bible of Fundamentalism is one’ Bible; ‘the Bible 
of Modernism is another. The Church, the Kingdom, 
the salvation, the consummation of all things — these 
are one thing to Fundamentalists and another thing 
to Modernists.” No ultra-Fundamentalist could have 
stated the truth more clearly than this. It is a chal- 
lenge to every professing Christian to take his stand 
and to choose his side, thoughtfully, intelligently, and 
with deepest heart conviction. To the Modernist, 
the Bible is not entirely trustworthy. To the Fun- 
damentalist, the Bible is wholly trustworthy because 
wholly God’s Word. There can be no compromise be- 
tween those who hold truth to be truth and those who 
hold truth to be falsehood, 


Appreciating Salvation 


6¢6¥ SOMETIMES wish I had been born a pagan 
African, or an idolatrous Hindu, so that my 
salvation might mean more to me.” 

This outburst of a dissatisfied American college girl 
has been the expression of many a young person 
brought up in a cultured Christian home. Instinctively 
they have recognized that an appreciation of the great- 
ness of salvation is linked in a yital way with a real- 
ization of the greatness of the sin and darkness from 
which the lost man is saved. 

Our Lord himself in a vivid way made plain this 
principle that the measure of love and gratitude toward 
him was the measure of the forgiveness and the grace 
that had been enjoyed. “To whom little is forgiven, 
the same loveth little.” The sinful woman who 
anointed the feet of our Lord in the house of Simon 
the Pharisee loved much. Her sins were many; and 
she knew it. Simon loved little, a figurative way of 
saying that he loved not at all, in the deep meaning 
of that word. He loved little because he had little 
to be forgiven, —in his own estimate of the case. It 
was not a great Saviour whom he had invited to: his 
house. He was beginning to question whether it was 
even a very great prophet he had invited to dine with 
him; for would not a prophet have known that this 
woman was a sinful woman? Yes, Jesus knew the 
woman, and what was in her heart; and he knew 
Simon, and what was in his heart. The social pride 
of our Lord was not hurt when Simon gave him his 
seat without the customary water for his feet, or the 
kiss that an honored guest would have received, or the 
oil for his head. But he noted the omission: there 
was nothing our Lord did not note. And he was 
grieved at heart for Simon, who needed a great Sav- 
iour, but could only appreciate a great Saviour when 
he saw himself a great sinner. 

Are we as badly in need of salvation as the pagan 
or the idol worshiper? Does it require quite as much 


of the grace of God to save a refined, educated Amer- 
ican, or an aristocratic, moral Pharisee, as is needed 
for the harlot or the murderer? If it does not, we 
can hardly be expected to appreciate salvation as much 
as the “real sinners” do, 

A fine, clean-cut college boy was leading a young 
people’s meeting, and he made an earnest plea for 
consecration to the service of Christ. He confessed 
that in his first year at college he had not been “giv- 
ing’ the Lord a square deal.” But he intended to go 
back to college and throw himself into the Christian 
Association work and do all he could for Christ. A 
minister who was in the meeting; himself a young man 
who had not been out of college long, was greatly 
attracted by the speaker, but had a feeling that there was 
a need in his life for a personal knowledge of Christ. 
The two had a few minutes for conversation at the 
close of the meeting, and the minister found that the 
young man was a church-member, believed in Christ 
as his Saviour, accepted the Bible as the Word of 
God, and counted himself a Christian. He was about 
to turn away; still feeling that there was a lack in 
the boy’s faith, when his young friend remarked: “Of 
cree I have never done anything very bad in my 
ife. 

Like the rich young ruler, this young church-member 
was giving an honest account of himself. All the out- 
standing moral laws he had kept from his youth up. 
He had kept himself clean from sins of impurity that 
often mar American college life to-day. There was, 
from one standpoint, real truth in his statement that 
he had never done anything very bad in his life, as 
men count badness, 

“But you have sinned?” the minister asked. 

“Oh, yes, I have sinned. Every one has sinned.” 

And that confession can be made so that it means 
little more than saying, as one so-called religion does 
say, that “no one has sinned.” Every one has sinned, 








y te. 


we are all in the same case, and it is not a very serious 
matter. 

“But you mean, for instance, that you have never 
done anything bad enough to put Christ on the cross.” 

The young man shrank back at this suggestion, 

“No, indeed!” he exclaimed, 

“Then, do you not see that you do not need Jesus 
Christ as your Saviour? -Some less Saviour will do for 
you. It is for sinners who need the whole of his sacri- 
fice that Christ died.” With this they parted, the young 
minister hoping that his friend might see himself the 
sinner for whom Christ died, and appreciate a great 
salvation. 

The salvation of our God is a miracle, And the 
whole of the miracle is needed for every man who is 
saved, The moral man, when he realizes what God’s 
righteousness is, and how much he needs a Saviour, 
has as keen an appreciation of what his Saviour has 
done for him as the man who has been lifted from the 
lowest depth of vile, outward sins, 

The meaning of this miracle of salvation, and the 
difference between it and a mere reformation in which 
immoral habits may be abandoned, was well set forth 
in an answer given by a Bibie teacher to the question 
of a woman who had been saved from Christian Sci- 
ence, 

“T know a man in New York,” she said, “who was 
a broken man physically, financially, and spiritually. 
He was considering that all that was left was suicide. 
He became interested in Christian Science, took on 
new courage, improved in health, and now he is ‘a 
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strong, prosperous, happy man, and never tires of 
singing the praises of Christian Science. How do 
you explain that?” 

“Tell me first: do you know any other men who 
are the equal of this man in health and prosperity and 
happiness, who are not Christians?” 

“Oh, yes; plenty of them.” 

“Remember then: anything that is possible to man 
through the natural powers God has given, any other 
man may reach without a miracle. What God does 
in salvation is something that no man can reach apart 
from supernatural power.” 

In every human heart there is wrapped up the whole 
of the problem of sim It is not a matter of the num- 
ber of sinners, nor a matter of how sin has expressed 
itself in outward ways. Apart from God’s grace, 
there is in every human heart the possibility of every 
sin that ever has been committed. When'a man gets 
a glimpse of that, he begins to appreciate what the 
Saviour has done for him, and with Paul he says: 
“Christ Jesus came into the world to save [not the 
righteous] sinners; of whom I am chief.” 

Our young people need not be born in pagan Africa 
to appreciate salvation. Christ is eager to work for 
them a transformation of life that requires the same 
miracle that the pagan or the harlot needs. The cost 
is his own death. The fruit is his own life, lived 
in and through the one he saves. “Ch, what a salva- 
tiom this, that Christ liveth in me!” 

Is it difficult to appreciate so great a salvation from 
the depths of myself to the heights of his love? 





Is It Wrong to Appeal to Fear? 


A few readers of The Sunday School Times 
have taken exception to the editorial in the issue of 
October 10, entitled “Death, and After,” which brought 
together the teaching of the ee on the tragic 
consequences of sin for those who reject Christ as 
the only Way of salvation. It is a dread subject in- 
deed, and it is not surprising that many, even of God’s 
people, have not realized the teachings of God’s Word 
on the second death. But God gave us his Word to 
be studied, understood, and accepted; and it is well 
that. we should face his urgent, insistent call im this 
matter. 

One valued reader, who says “This is the only sub- 
ject in which I cannot agree with your splendid paper,” 
protests against what he calls “terror mongering,” and 
he adds, “Jesus never did it.” The question is an im- 
portant one, and for this reason it is brought to the 
attention of readers of the Times. ; 

Is it right, or wrong, to appeal to fear when bring- 
ing spiritual and eternal issues before people? Did 
the Lord Jesus Christ ever do it? Does the Word of 
God, apart from the actual words of Christ, ever do 
it? These are questions that should be frankly faced; 
and it is a simple matter to get a definite answer from 
the Word. 

Over, and over, and over again we find in the Gos- 
pels that Jesus Christ made the appeal to fear in the 
most unmistakable language. His forerunner, John 
the Baptist, did so; Christ did so even more. John 
the Baptist, “when he saw many of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees come to his baptism, . . . said unto them, O 
generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from 
the wrath to come? Bring forth therefore fruits meet 
for repentance: . . . the axe is laid unto the root of 
the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not 
forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 
I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but 
he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose 
shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you 
with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: Whose fan is in 
his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and 
gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up 
the chaff with unquenchable fire” (Matt. 3: 7-12). 

Our Lord, speaking to the Jews, warned them that 
unbelieving “children of the kingdom shall be cast 
out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth” (Matt. 8:12). He said, of any 
city that should reject his message as brought by his 
disciples, “It shall be more tolerable for the land of 
Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than 
for that city” (Matt. 10:15). 

In a last, pleading appeal to Chorazin, and Beth- 
saida, and Capernaum, he told them what their terrible 
fate would be if they continued in their rejection of 
him (Matt. 11: 20-24). 

The most tragic words concerning hell, the second 
death, as the eternal doom of the lost, come not from 
any of the disciples, but from the Lord Jesus Christ 
himself. Is there no appeal to fear, for example, in 
his warning: 

“Whosoever shall offend one of these little ones that 
believe in me, it is better for him that a millstone 
were hanged about his neck, and he were cast into the 
sea. And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is 
better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having 
two hands to go into hell, into the fire that never 





shall be quenched: where their worm dieth not, and 
the fire is not quenched. And if thy foot offend thee, 
cut it off: it is better for thee to enter halt into life, 
than having two feet to be cast into hell, into the fire 
that never shail be quenched: where their worm dieth 
not, and the fire is not quenched. And if thine eye of- 
fend thee, pluck it out: it is better for thee to enter 
into the kingdom of God with one eye, than having 
two eyes to be cast into hell fire: where their worm 
> nof, and the fire is not quenched” (Mark 9: 42- 
49). 

Throughout the Old Testament, which is equally 
God’s Word, we find continual appeals to men’s fear, 
that they may turn from their sins and escape what 
they may well fear if they do not. Similarly through 
the inspired New Testament Epistles. And finally, in 
the Revelation of Jesus Christ, given by him to the 
apostle John, we find such fear-arousing prophecies 
as could only come from the heart of God to sinners, 
in the closing book of his Word as he pleads with them 
to escape while yet there is time. 

In the face of all this, we still hear it said that 
“men are never frightened into the Kingdom.” The 
testimony of the Bible is that they are. The testi- 
mony of countless children of God is that they are. 
Uninspired Christian literature is filled with the rec- 
ord of the personal experiences of those who are now 
saved, and who tell of their agony of soul as they 
were convicted of their sins by the Holy Spirit, and 
realized the certain doom of their sin, and then, be- 
cause of this intolerable fear, they cried out to Christ, 
accepted his sacrifice in their behalf, believed on him 
as their Saviour, and praised God for so great a 
salvation. 

Yes, fear of sin and its consequences comes, not 
from our fa!len human nature, and not from Satan, 
but from God. Let us thank him that he is so faith- 
ful in revealing to us the truth about ourselves, and 
sin, and death and doom. Let us thank him for his 
freely provided salvation in Christ Jesus his Son, our 
uttermost Saviour, and let us be faithful in passing 
on to others the whole truth about the dread conse- 
quences of their sin, and the sure and perfect salvation 
that is to be had in Christ. 


= 


Southern Presbyterian Missions 
and Peking University 


Last summer The Sunday School Times published 
in this department (issue of July 11) an article on 
“Apostasy Among Missionaries in China,” and gave 
the saddening facts of a great demonstration that had 
eccurred last Easter Sunday in Peking, when a pub- 
lic meeting was held in honor of the visiting Panchen 

or “Living Buddha,” sometimes referred to 

as “the man-god.” Representatives of various relig- 

ions assembled to do him honor, including professing 

Protestant Christians, and the Dean of Theology in 

Peking University, Dr. T. T. Lew, who is also a 

prominent member of the Chinese National Council. 
In this connection The Sunday School Times said: 
This is the University of which the President is J. 
Leighton Stuart, D.D., a missionary of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church. Several years ago The Sunday 
School Times and- Dr. Grifith Thomas called atten- 
tion to the distressingly unbelieving public. utter- 
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ances_of Dr. Stuart, in his 
jection of the full inspiration, 
errancy of the Scriptures. Both the Southern Presby- 
terian and Northern Presbyterian denominations: of 
America unite in the work of Peking University, to- 
gether with the Methodist and London Missionary So- 
ciety. 

[By “Methodist” was meant the Methodist Epis- 
copal Board of Foreign Missions (American). The 
Times now understands that the American Board- of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions is another of the 
Boards uniting in Peking University.] 


From members of the Southern Presbyterian Church 
the Times has received friendly protests concerning a 
mistaken statement that occurred in this editorial, 
which The Sunday School Times sincerely regrets, 
and gladly takes the opportunity of correcting. One 
of these letters, from a Southern Presbyterian clergy- 
man, reads in part as follows: 


I have deeply enjoyed and valued your splendid treat- 
ment of the matter of “Verbal Inspiration” in your re- 


cent issues, and have it in pamphlet form on my desk 
for future use. 


openly expressed re- 
authority,” and in- 


I also enjoyed your contention for the Faith in your 
article on “Apostasy Among Missionaries in China.” 
There is, however, a mistake in one of the paragraphs 
of that article that I am sure you will be glad to cor- 
rect. In the third from the last paragraph this occurs: 
“Both the Southern Presbyterian and the Northern 
Presbyterian denominations of America unite in the 
work of Peking University, together with,” etc. This, 
so-far as the Southern Church is concerned, is errone- 
ous and has left a false impression. The Southern Pres- 
byterian Church never has had and does not now have 
any connection with Peking University. And Dr. J. 
Leighton Stuart, who was formerly a missionary of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church, has severed his con- 
nection with our mission work and is no longer subject 
to our Foreign Missions Committee, of which I am a 
member. It was, of course, very painful to those of us 
who love the old faith unwithholdingly, to be thus, as 
a chureh, made, at. least indirectly, responsible for the 
reported actions of Dr. T. T. Lew. 


The Sunday School Times heartily congratulates 
the Southern Presbyterians on the fact that they have 
no technical responsibility for the regrettable things 
that have occurred in connection with Peking Uni- 
versity. The error in the Times’ statement occurred 
through - misunderstanding the connection of Dr. J. 
Leighton Stuart with the Southern Presbyterian de- 
nomination, Dr. Stuart was a missionary of, and sup- 
ported by, the Southern Presbyterian Church while 
President of Peking University, until last spring, when 
he resigned from his relationship with the missionary 
work of his Church. But he is still a minister of the 
Southern Presbyterian denomination, in good and regu- 
lar standing. : 

While the Southern Presbyterian Church, therefore, 
has never had any official connection with Peking Uni- 
versity, it was while Dr. Stuart was a. member of 
the Southern Presbyterian Mid-China Mission that 
he was given permission by that Mission to labor out- 
side of its bounds when he accepted the Presidency of 
Peking University. His salary, after he became Presi- 
dent, was continued by the Foreign Mission Executive 
Committee of his denomination. When his recent res- 
ignation from his Mission was -accepted, the Mission 
took the following action in regard to it: 

1. The Mission regretfully accepts Dr. Stuart’s resig- 
nation as a regular member of the Mission with the re- 
linquishment of salary. 

2. That, while assuming no responsibility for the meth- 
ods and policies of Peking University, the Mission re- 
quests and urges Dr. Stuart to maintain his connection 
with the Mission as an Associate Member. When pres- 
ent Dr. Stuart will have all the privileges of the floor, 
and if absent from the regular meeting of the Mission 
he is requested to send a personal report of his work 
as information. 

3. That we extend a cordial invitation to Dr. Stuart to’ 
resume full work and membership in our Mission when- 
ever he elects to do so. 


As is well known, the case of Dr. Stuart has been 
and still is of serious concern to many Southern Pres- 
byterians, while at the same time there has been offi- 
cial expression of confidence in his doctrinal soundness, 
on the part of his own Presbytery, that of East Han- 
over. The verbatim reports of his regrettable utter- 
ances concerning matters of the faith, which were pub- 
lished in China and were called to the attention of 
Christians im America by the late Dr. Griffith Thomas, 
and by the Editor of The Sunday School Times, were 
the occasion of the concern felt by many; nor is the 
Times aware that Dr. Stuart has ever made any dis- 
avowal of those utterances. ; 

The case is but one of many similar situations in 
the foreign mission field, im practically every denom- 
ination, where distressing unbelief exists side by side 
with the old faith.. Would that all our denominational 
mission boards would take steps to cleanse all théir 
work from any connection, both official and unofficial, 
with teaching which denies the Christian faith and 
questions the Word of God. 


we 
How may we know temptation, and how may we 


best meet it successfully? Answers will be found in 
Mr. Howard’s valuable little book, “Temptation” 


(The Sunday School Times Co., Philadelphia, 75 ¢ts.). 





























Lesson for January 17 
John 3: 1-173 7 : 45-52; 19 : 38-42 
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How the members of a Boys’ Bible 


Can Boys Understand the Fundamentals? 


Battalion answer questions on the faith 














By James E. Bennett 











BOUT fifteen years ago, after having taught 
classes in Sunday-school for several years, I 

: became convinced that boys between the ages of 

eight and thirteen were learning very little under the 
methods then, employed, and to them the attendance 
| aime was an ordeal to be shunned, if. pos- 
sible, 
_ Usually there would be a class of boys, seven or 
eight, with a teacher and next to them would be a 
similar class, either of boys or girls, and there might 
be a number of such classes in the room, with chairs 
arranged in circles, There would be opening exer- 
cises consisting of singing, responsive readings, and 
a prayer, during which some of the boys would be 
standing with their backs to the front or sidewise. 
Then there would be the taking of the collection, mark- 
ing of the attendance and other things in a kind of 
general hubbub, with about twenty minutes for the 
so-called lesson. There was almost nothing to hold 
the boys’ attention, and usually the questions asked 
them were such that they could answer, “yes” or “no.” 
When the twenty minutes were up, everybody felt 
relieved, and then came the closing exercise: something 
like the opening. 

Having been a boy myself, I was convinced that 
the two strongest characteristics of a boy were desire 
to learn and desire to be obedient. In fact, on these 
two points the average boy is a fanatic; but he likes 
to learn and y in a gang. At the time, I was in 
the Sunday-school of the South Reformed Church, 
Bayridge, Brooklyn, and I easily obtained permission 
to take all of the boys from eight years to thirteen 
in one class. This gave me about seventy-five boys, 
and after a while we had about one hundred and fifty. 
Frequently at Christmas and Easter we would have 
one..hundred percent attendance, and we were the 
only class in the whole school that could recite all 
of the Golden Texts for the whole year, besides other 
portions of Scripture. 

I am now conducting a class of this same kind in 
the basement of the Fort George Presbyterian Church, 
One Hundred and Eighty-sixth Street and St. Nicholas 
Avenue, New York City. We began in November, 
1917, with seven boys. In a short time we had about 
one hundred and fifteen boys on the roll, which has 
been the average membership for the last six years, 
but during this time, owing to the moving of so many 
families, we have had about five hundred boys in 
the class. We have our own room, with our own ¢x- 
ercises and our own pianist. The chairs are arranged 
in three groups, each group being six chairs wide and 
six Or seven rows deep. Each group is a company 
and has its captain and lieutenants. When the boys 
come in the classroom they go to the rear of the 
room, There the secretary has the membership cards, 
and they are marked and the offering taken before the 
class starts, 


“Class, Attention!” 


When 9.45 A. M., the hour for commencing, has 

arrived I stand in front and give the command, “At- 
tention.” The boys come to attention wherever they 
may be and at the command, “March,” walk to their 
seats. The captains take their places at the head of 
their companies and the lieutenants take the aisle seats. 
Each captain gets his own company to attention and 
then I say, “One,” which means that they should clasp 
their hands in front of their bodies, and then “two,” 
meaning they should bow their heads and close their 
eyes. Then follows the prayer, at the end of which 
the command is “three” to straighten up, and “four” to 
sit down. : 
_ I try to give all the commands by numbers. For 
instance, “five” means to fold the arms, “six” is to un- 
fold them, “eleven” means that each boy must become 
absolutely quiet and motionless, “twelve” is to be at 
ease and quiet. 

I call upon the captain of the “A” company for the 
Golden Text, and he recites it with chapter and verse. 
If he fails two Sundays in succession, he loses his 
position. Each captain then calls upon his lieutenants, 
who stand and recite in turn, under penalty of losing 
their position if they fail. I have about twenty-one 
boys when the class opens who must know the text 
and recite it. By the time they have done this prac- 
tically every boy in the class knows it. These captains 
and lieutenants are chosen by the boys, and hold their 
offices until disqualified. 

We then spend a few minutes reviewing previdus 
Golden Texts, and then we definitely study the text 
for the day to see what it means. By this time it is 
about 10.20 A. M. Then we sing. The songs are 
projected on the wall by a stereopticon and the singing 
s very hearty. We also make any announcements, 
»resent Cross and Crown Pins, take the Birthday Of- 
fering, if any. The lesson for the day is then read. 


“Were the answers made by the boys to the ex- 
amination mentioned in your article spontaneous, 
or were they memorized?” This question was 
asked of the writer of this article by the Editor 
of The Sunday School Times, after he had read 
Mr. Bennett’s inspiring account of the Boys’ Bat- 
talion. Mr. Bennett, who is a prominent New York 
attorney, replied: “What I sent you is rather a 
composite set of answers. Almost every Sunday, 
boys remain after the class to make their confes- 
sions, and these questions were asked by me from 
my memory, because we have no form or ritual 
to follow, and the answers are approximately as 
these given. The answers are not memorized, 
but are the boys’ impressions from the teaching. 
The boys vary from eight to seventeefi years of 
age. Their intellects vary, and their ability to 
assimilate the teaching is also widely different, 
but the answers given would be the average for 
the questions.” 








A number of boys are chosen by one of the captains, 
so that each of the readers will have about three 
verses, which he not only reads but explains directly 
and in answer to questions. And the whole class will 
be drawn into the discussion. This is usually followed 
by about ten lantern slides, illustrating the lesson as 
nearly as possible. We use no lesson quarterlies, but 
each boy has a small booklet containing the topic of 
each lesson for the year, the Golden Text and daily 
Bible reading. These booklets are given to the boys 
at the beginning of the year, and to the new scholars 
as they enter the class. A boy can have a new one 
by paying cost price. 


How the Program is Varied 


This program is varied from Sunday to Sunday in 
a number of ways. We frequently have the text illus- 
trated on a chart which has been made by the secre- 
tary of the class. The chart is explained by certain 
boys who have been picked for the purpose, and have 
been notified by the secretary during the week of 
their particular parts and thus have an opportunity of 
memorizing the explanatory verses. 

During each lesson I find opportunity to explain the 
meaning of the Gospel of Salvation, and at the close 
any boy who desires may stay for examination, and 
make confession of faith. There is no regular form 
for this, and the questions cover a wide field. If the 
boy is not ready with his answers his examination is 
postponed for another week. After he has made an 
intelligent confession of his faith, he stands before 
the class the following week and makes a public con- 
fession. The questions are not printed, but the boy’s 
confession is voluntary and his answers are according 
to what he has learned in the class. There is nothing 
stereotyped or conventional in the examinatiorr and con- 
fession, but the whole matter of questions and answers 
is within the range of the ordinary boy’s vocabulary 
and very frank and positive. The questions of bap- 
tism and uniting with the church are left to the boys 
and their parents. About forty boys each year make 
public confession. 

At New London, Conn., on a week night, I also 
have a class in the Y. M. C. A. that runs from Oc- 
tober until June, and contains about 125 boys. These 
boys are of several different nationalities and are 
largely “boys of the streets,” most not attending any 
Sunday-schools. This class is operated on the same 
principles, although the actual details are different. 
The purpose is to explain to the boys the difference 
between the kingdom of God and the kingdom of this 
world, and to show them how they can be transferred 
from the kingdom of the world to the kingdom of 
God by spiritual birth. About twenty boys in that 
class made public confession during the past season. 

An example of an examination and the replies is as 
follows: 


Why do you wish to make a confession?” Because 
I want everlasting life. 

What did you have? I had death. 

Where did you get death? I inherited it from Adam. 

What is death? Separation from God. 

How did Adam get it? He was with God, and then 
he believed in Satan instead of God, and he imme- 
diately became separated from God. 

What happened then? He was put out of God’s 
kingdom and became a part of the Devil's kingdom, 
the world. All his children were born in the kingdom 
of the world, and I was one of them. 

What are you now? I ama son of God now through 
faith. Before that I was a son of the Devil. 


-Vision” 


When will you get everlasting life? I have it now. 
“He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life.” 

When will you lose it? I will never lose it. 

What kingdom do you belong to? Now I belong to 
the kingdom of God, but as long as I live in this earthly 
rg 4 I will be in the kingdom of the world, but not 
of it. 

Will you die? No. Some day I who am a spirit 
and mind will move out of my body and my body will 
be dead, but I will immediately be with Christ and God. 

Will your body ever be raised? Yes, when Christ 
appears in the clouds, the things which make up my 
body will be called from the earth and will be made 
incorruptible and will be taken up to meet me, and I 
will again live in my body with Christ. 

What kind of a body will this be? This will be the 
same kind of a body that Christ had when he arose 
from the dead and when he was taken up from the 
earth after forty days. 

When Christ comes, will he come in the same body? 
The Bible says so—that he is coming back just the 
same as he went. 

Do you believe in the miracles of Christ? Certainly. 
They are little samples of God’s kingdom that Christ 
gave while he was on the earth. 

Was Christ bound down by the laws of Nature? 
No. Christ was in his body a little lower than the 
angels, but he was himself, God, and did things ac- 
cording to God’s laws. 

Do men understand God’s laws? Men know nothing 
of God’s laws, except as God has shown them, 

Suppose I said that] believed in Christ, but not that 
he was born of a virgin, or that he shed his blood to 
save me, or that he raised Lazarus from the dead, or 
that he had a bodily resurrection. What would you 
say? I would say that you did not believe im Christ. 

Suppose I said that I believed in Christ, but a differ- 
ent one from what the Bible tells about? There is no 
different kind. 

But, suppose that I insist that I believe in Christ? 
It does not make any difference what you insist, unless 
you believe in the whole Christ told about in the Bible. 
There is no other. 

How do you become a member of God’s kingdom? 
Christ took death upon himself. That is, he became 
separated from God for an instant, and said that if 
I believed on him, I would not see death, because he 
saw it for me. 

Do you understand this? N8, but I believe it. 

Is there any other way of getting from the kingdom 
of the world. into the kingdom of God? No. 

Can you get into God’s kingdom by works? No. 

How can you do it? By believing. 

Do you understand this? I only know that Adam 
got outside of God’s kingdom by believing the Devil, 
and God has said that if I will believe in his Son in- 
stead of in the Devil, I can get into God’s kingdom. 

Was Adam put out of the kingdom because he be- 
lieved in Satan or because he ate of the fruit? Because 
he believed Satan; he was not put out through his 
works. It is a matter of faith. 

if a boy believes this, what should he do? He should 
tell other boys, so that they might be born into the 
kingdom. 

Who is the ruler of the world? The Devil. 

Are you sure? Certainly. If God ruled the world, 
it would not be filled with trouble, sorrow, and wicked- 
ness of all kinds, ending in death. In the kingdom of 
God there is joy, happiness and life. 

New Yorx City. 
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From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 


If a man keep my saying, he shall never see death 
(John 8:51). 


Ta precise combination of words, “see death,” 
thanaton theorein, is not found elsewhere in the 
New Testament. “The sight described is a long, steady 
(Westcott), far different from the quick 
“taste” of death of the Jews’ misquotation: “Thou 
sayest ... he shall never taste of death,” geusetai (v. 
52) which, of course, all experience, even the Lord 
“who tasted death for every man.” Jesus uses the 
word theorein again in John 6:40: “This is the will 
of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the 
Son [theorein], and believeth on him, may have ever- 
lasting life.” Seeth the Son, looks upon him cruci- 
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fied even as those dying in the wilderness looked upon 
Moses’ serpent with an intense appropriating gaze. 
A similar contrast between theorecin and other words 
for “see” is observable in Paul’s address to the elders 
of Miletus. In Acts 20:25 he says: “I know that ye 
all . . . shall see [opsesthe| my face no more.” But 
the elders sorrowed most of all for the words which 
he spake that they should “see” (theorein, v. 38) his 
face no more— gaze on it with emotions of love and 
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reverence. This emotional content makes theorein a far 
stronger word than the word Paul had used for “see.” 
In the case of the elders of Miletus this seems, ac- 
cording to Chrysostom, to find corroboration in the 
word apospasthenias, “after we were gotten from 
them.” It is after we had dragged ourselves from 
them, as if the apostle had with difficulty detached 
himself from their ardent embraces. 
New Hampton, N. H. 
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Where Was David’s Tomb? 


Why the recently discovered rock chambers on west Ophel 
are not likely to be the tomb of the Shepherd King 


By Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D., 
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President of Xenia The 
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time concerning the tomb of David. Expectation 

of the finding of fabulous treasures in that tomb, 
if certainly located, have served to stimulate such 
speculation, The latest report on this subject comes 
from the work of the Palestine Exploration Society. 
The facts brought out by this Society, are, of course, 
very real and trustworthy so far as the facts go. 
One cannot help wondering sometimes whether or not 
the one giving the report has gone beyond. the real 
‘testimony of the facts. In this case there have been 
actually found a series of rock-cut chambers on the 
west side of Ophel, the ridge upon which the City 
of David in David’s day was built. David's tomb was 
probably somewhere in this neighborhood and far 
away from the place usually pointed out for David’s 
tomb. But the tombs, so called, do not themselves 
‘furnish very much evidence that they were David's, 
or indeed royal, tombs at all. There is a large cham- 
ber and a. number of smaller, adjoining. rooms or 
niches, apparently for private burials. But there is 
usually on royal tombs everywhere something to mark 
them distinctly. as such, some inscription or sculpture 
or adornment of a royal significance. Nothing of the 
kind is here. At least nothing of the kind is reported, 
and surely, if there was such imiportant evidence, it 
would be stated. The hope of finding great treasures 
in the tomb of David seems as far away as ever. 

New York Times, July 26, 1925. 


Where Saul’s Armor Was Hung 


FAR more startling announcement is made by the 
workers at Beisan, the ancient Beth-shan. In 
the account of the fatal battle of Gilboa, at which the 
kingdom of Saul fell before the Philistine power and 
Saul and the beloved Jonathan were slain, we read: 
“And they cut off his head, and stripped off his ar- 
mour, and sent into the land of the Philistines round 
about, to publish it im the house of their idols, and 
among the people. And they put his armour in the 
house of Ashtaroth; and they fastened his body to 
the: wall of Beth-shan.” 
There ‘is nothing to indicate the importance of Beth- 


GS ine concern has been very rife for a long 


shan at that time, nor the character of the house of. 


Ashtaroth. Whether a great temple or a humble, per- 
haps unimportant, shrine. The Bible hardly ever grati- 
fies our mere curiosity. Now comes word from Beisan 
that im the great, really stupendous, ruins of the old 
city, they have uncovered this very temple of Ashta- 
roth in which were hung the trophies of Saul. None of 
the trophies themselves yet appear, but who knows 
what may be found? The importance of the place 
and of the temple and, most of all, the extent of the 
Philistine domination in that period, when they so oc- 
cupied this great Plain of Esdraelon, and the domin- 
ating fortress of Beth-shan, is somewhat of a shock. 
They were no longer a people of the Plain of Sharon, 
but had posséssed themselves now of the best part of 
the land, the rich Plain that stretched across from 
the Mediterranean to the Jordan, The greatness of 
things mentioned so incidentally in the Bible is a con- 
stant astonishment. Surely the Philistines will never 
come up to the greatness of the Hittites; but let us not 
forget how only about twenty years ago there were those 
of the great scholars of the world who did not be- 
lieve there ever was a Hittite nation, never anything 
more than a petty tribe down about Hebron! 

Great things may be expected from this work at 


Beisan. 
, w 
The Bible and Early Civilizations 
“ HAT of America and the indubitable evidence 


of her ancient civilization?” “Where did the 
American Indian come from?” “In the face of these 
questions, what becomes of the Biblical representations 
of the unity of the human race?” 


The above questions are quite typical of a certain - 


line of argumentation often. heard. Archeologists, even 
specifically, American archeologists, are seldom much 
troubled by these questions. But the popular reader 
is troubled. It is quite enough to calm such appre- 
hensions to know that the earliest date yet established 








for any American civilization, or even inhabitancy, only 
goes back to about the beginning of the Christian era, 
and that only in the history of the Mayas of Yucatan. 
Surely that does not make Biblical representations pre- 
sent any very serious perplexity, 


Whence Came the American Indian ? 


OW something much more definite and illuminat- 

ing comes from the distinguished American arche- 
ologist and palaeontologist Dr. Saphir. He is, above 
all, an Indian specialist lately come from Canada to 
the University of Chicago. Professor Saphir sets up 
the positive claim that certain Indian dialects identify 
these aborigines of America unquestionably with the 
early Chinese. There are the same tonal characteristics 
which so trouble foreigners and there is the same 
method of prefixes and suffixes used by the ancient 
Chinese, though now dropped by modern Chinese them- 
selves. This is an exact parallel to the use of some 
Shakespearean idioms in America that have been drop- 
ped in Shakespeare’s own land. 

A Times correspondent recently asked me for evi- 
dence that the lines of migration, when traced back, 
all pointed toward a spot in Western Asia. Here is 
the latest answer to that question. The American In- 
dian came from China. The Chinese came from the 
west and can easily be traced from the direction of 
Afghanistan, and from there still the lines are not 
altogether obliterated that cognect the language with 
that of the Euphrates valley. In similar manner, the 
lines of migration in the west all lead back toward the 
Euphrates valley in Mesopotamia. As far as_we know 
anything on this subject, the statement of Paul that 
“God . . . made of ore blood all nations of men for 
to dwell on all the face of the earth,” is absolutely 
scientific. 

Associated Press, St. Louis Dispatch. 


- Professor A. T. Clay’s Home-Going 


SAD duty devolves upon the Archeological Editor. 

It is to chronicle the home-going of Professor 
A. T. Clay, Ph.D., Litt.D., LL.D., of Yale University, 
who died September 15, 1925. For about thirty years 
we worked side by side, he in the classroom and I in 
the pastorate, but each in our chosen field of arche- 
ological research. He wrote extensively for The Sun- 
day School Times many years ago, and his work, 
perhaps. more often than that of any other scholar, 
has furnished material for this page of Review Notes. 
Thus the readers of the Times also have lost a friend. 
Far more important than any personal loss of any of 
us in his death, is the loss to distinguished learning 
and ability and to conservative scholarship. In his 
chosen field of special research, Assyriology, he had 
few equals and perhaps no superior. His phenomenal 
skill as a decipherer of the difficult cuneiform script, 
his remarkable archeological knowledge in the Semitic 
world, his stern reliance upon facts and rejection of 
theories, however beautiful and attractive they might 
be, if not sustained by facts, made him a tower of 
strength. His researches in Amorite lore did more to 
bring that ancient people, so often. appearing on the 
pages of Holy Writ, to their place in ancient history 
than the work of any other. His work in establishing 
the Palestine Oriental Society and thereby- bringing 
together,,in friendly co-operation, the antagonistic ele- 
ments of Palestinian scholarship, is a lasting monu- 
ment to his peaceful spirit. 
within a year, the Times is called to mourn the loss 


of one who has done much for Times readers, Pro-" 
fessor Hilprecht and now dear Professor Clay, both © 


men of a devout Christian faith, 
we 


Where the Egyptians Got Their Copper 


f Be question of the source and the use of copper 
in the ancient world is one of, great. interest, as 
the Bible, indeed, attributes the use of. this metal to 
Canaan at an early date sometimes objected. to by: those 
who would relegate civilization. to a later period.. Pro- 


Thus, the second time 
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fessor Naville in his retirement, at his beautiful home 
near Geneva, still employs his pen to record for the 
world the valuable results of his learning. Recently 
he a ect that the Egyptians at an early date ob- 
tained copper from Punt, in Southern Arabia. It 
was brought in by Hamites who came from this region 
and who also introduced hieroglyphs into Egypt as a 
method of writing. He ventures an opinion that I have 
long advocatéd, that when the Bible tells us that Cush 
was the som of Canaan (i. ¢., a product of Canaanite 
civilization), and that Nimrod was a son of Cush (i. ¢., 
a product of Cushite civilization), it gives us an ex- 
act, though very brief, account of the movements of 
peoples in that far off ancient world. Thus the sim- 
ilarity of Egyptian and early Babylonian civilization 
is accounted for. They both arose from Cush, the 
land of Punt. Some went east around the coast to 
the valley of the Euphrates, and some went west and 
north down the yalley of the Nile. 

Professor Naville, R. Arch., fifth series, XX, 1924, pp. 1-20. 


Did Moses Write the Mt. Sinai Inscription ? 


A MOST astonishing réport has come through the 
& daily press very recently, and sometimes the 
daily press, in its haste to put out the very latest news, 
does not investigate sufficiently. This thought as a 
precaution to the astounding’ statement that an old, 
and long-known inscription has just now been found 
to have been written by Moses and left at Mount 
Sinai: “I, Manassah, Captain of the mountain and 
chief priest of the Teniple, thank Hiathhephsut, daugh- 
ter of the Pharaohs, that she drew me out from the 
Nile and promoted me to high honors.” The press 
notice adds that “Manassah is a namie identical with 
Moses.” 

This last statement is a good starting-point to con- 
sider the whole report. The identity of “Manassah” 
and “Moses” will not be immediately apparent to ordi- 
nary folks; it seems to me it would take most extraord- 
inary folks to find such an identity. Then the inscrip- 
tion, however much. it pleases the ordinary réader, has 
a marvelously un-Egyptian character to any one who 
knows anything of the hieroglyphics. I confess it 
sounds to me very much like one of George Ade’s 
hoaxes published some years ago, in which appeared 
an inscription like this, “I, Rameses the Great, the 
Great Mogul of all Egypt, have erected this monu- 
ment to my glory, so that in the days to come, when 
Cook’s tourists come along here, they may know how 
great I was.” ‘ 

I wish this rumor may be true. If it proves to be 
so, I will gladly withdraw this gibe,—but, I greatly 
fear I shall not have to withdraw it. | 

Philadelphia Public Ledger, October 20, 1923. 

St. Louis. 


All Things Are Yours 
By Eva R. Baird 


“as is my picnic house,” says Three-Year-Old., 
I agree. It isn’t his house at all, at least none 
of his family have the privilege of paying the taxes 
on it. It is just an empty farmhouse which was of- 
fered to us for a vacation. But the brook and the 
bridges with trailing vines, and the rocks and the suri- 
shine all belong to my boys. So, as I sit watching 
them, I, too, say that this is mine, this wonder of earth 

and sky. ‘My Father made it. 

“That mountain used to be mine.” Three-Year-Old 
is pointing to the largest hill in sight. 

“Isn’t it now?” I ask. 

His come-back is always quick—‘“Part of it is 
mine now.” “So we lose something of the used-to-be 
by the time we are three. What is it that Wordsworth 
says—that we come “trailing in immortality from 
Heaven which is our home.” 

It is not merely of the present and mysterious past 
that childhood speaks with assurance. When the Head 
of Our House went recently to his ministerial sum- 
mer conference, Three-Year-Old began to say, “I am 
going to Seabeck, aren’t I?” When I said probably 
not, the little lips quivered, and the brown eyes filled 
as he said, “I’m not going wiv daddy, now, but some 
day I am going to Seabeck.” I agreed, for who shall 
limit the Somedays of a Three-Year-Old? 

It. was the same when éight-year-old Sonny and I 
went to Seattle to see the Wayfarer.. Three-Year-Old 
stayed content at home saying, “Some day I am goin 
to. Seattle. Some day I am going to the Wayfarer.’ 
I wonder what he thinks Seabeck and Seattle and the 
Wayfarer are. “It doth not yet appear what we shall 
be: but. we know that, whem he shall appear, we shall 


. be. like him; for we shall see him as he is.” 


There are degrees and differences in faith even in 


. Childhood,. Three sees the airplane soaring, and says, 


“Tam going in an airplane, muvver,” not questioning 
the possibility. Eight, who remembers crossing the 
Pacific, says, “Mother, will you cross the ocean on 
my boat when I get it?” and tries to decide whether 
he will be a captain or a pilot. He is almost as sure 


of his boat as Three is of his airplane, but his is no 
magic ship, it is a real one with an engine and crew, 












































Sete eee eentanas aoe 


Lesson for January 17 ~ 
John 3: 1-17; 7 345-52; 19 : 38-42 


I promise to be ready for whatever trips these boys 
of mine shall make, if they still’ need mother. 

It was my privilege to give my youth to China, and 
my mind turns back to a father who placed no limits 
upon his children, except that he prayed daily at the 
family altar that they should grow up useful and 
happy. A quarter of a century ago it was a daring 
thing in our town for a girl to turn her face toward 
the mission field. It was an unexpected thing to my 
family when I wanted to “Go,” but they sent me in a 
rainbow of glory. 

In this strangely changing world, what shall we 
expect for the children born since the war? It is 
not a far call now to China or to Mesopotamia, or to 
the North Pole. My boys may travel far. 

And so we have to live that way at our house. We 
pay no income tax, but in the words of:the hymn, 
“This is our Father’s world.” The picnic house where 
we are this month, or the little brown parsonage where 
we shall be next, is home. The sky and sea with all 
their changing lights are ours. If there is a moun- 
tain somewhere that just used to be ours there is an- 
other to. which we are going some day. And just for 
to-day there is the brook and the bridges. 

We have graying temples, but hearts keep young 
with (Three-Year-Old and Sonny. We have entered 
the Kingdom with them. The long road of service 
lies ahead — but there are picnic houses and mountains 
and airplanes, and running brooks, and Sonny Boys, 
and the abundant life of Jesus. 


CLEAR LAKE, WASH. 
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Reaching European Scientists 
with Dr. Kelly’s Message 


HE utterly unusual series of articles, “A Scientist’s 

Belief in the Bible,’ by one of the world’s great- 
est surgeons, Dr. Howard A. Kelly, which appeared 
in The Sunday School Times during March, April, 
and May, 1925, will long be remembered. 

Some months ago, Mr. and Mrs. Henri Contesse, 


of Digne,. France, asked if they might reprint Dr. © 


‘Kelly’s series in their French religious periodical, La 
Bonne Revue. Permission was gladly granted to these 
consecrated Christian workers in southeastern France, 
about whom Mrs, Edith F. Norton wrote in The Sun- 
day School Times of October 31, in the article “Preach- 
ing Victory in Superstitious Digne.” 

Mrs. Contesse is now at work translating Dr. Kelly’s 
‘articles into French, and, in co-operation with the 
Belgian Gospel Mission, it is now hoped that they can 
be put into convenient form for distribution to every 
physician and surgeon in France, Switzerland, and 
Belgium. The scientific men of these countries are 
so often skeptics or atheists, and the opportunity of 
getting Gospel truth to them in the form of a per- 
sonal testimony of a world-famous surgeon and sci- 
entist, is a most unique one. 

Recent word from Mrs. Norton indicates that the 
translation will be completed in.early January. About 
one thousand dollars will be needed to make possible 
the distribution of Dr, Kelly’s testimony. You may 
have a definite share in this unique ministry. Will you 
not pray that God will supply all the needs for publi- 
cation and distribution? If you are led to contribute 
to the work, gifts chearly designated for the “Kelly 
Translation Fund” may be sent to Mr. Charles G. 
Trumbull, Treasurer of the Belgian Gospel Mission, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


A Unique Arraignment o 
Christian Science 


This article reviews “The Faith, The Falsity and 

the Failure of .Christian Science.” By Wood- 

bridge Riley, Ph.D., Frederick W. Peabody, LL.B., 

and Charles E. Humiston, M.D., Sc.D. (May be 

had from The Sunday School Times Co., Phila- 
delphia, $3.50.) 


N THE years since Christian Science has been carry- 

ing out its soul-destructive program, many books 
have been written pointing out its dangers. Indeed, the 
Christian public may suppose’ that the subject is ex- 
hausted, and that nothing new can be said against this 
Moloch of Christendom; but a reading of this book 
is warranted to change this opinion. It is in no sense 
a working over of worn out material, but is a unique 
handling of_material not generally used. It is an an- 
alysis of Christian Science from the standpoint of 
‘psychology, law, and medicine, and it is doubtful 
whether such another production can be found in the 
realm of apologetics. Tt really is three books in one, 
for each of the authors contributes an entire section. 

A _word about the authors themselves may be proper 
at this point. Each is an authority in his particular 
line of research, so that his conclusions are entitled 
to respectful consideration. Dr. Woodbridge Riley, 
2a Ph.D. from Yale, is a psychologist of note, being 
a member of the American Psychological Association, 
and lecturer at the Sorbonne in 1920. His investigation 
is’ carried on from the standpoint of psychology, and 
his conckusions are stated in simple and non-technical 
language. His acute examination of Mrs. Eddy's pub- 
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lished writings, including her autobiographical sketches, 
show her to have been psychologically abnormal; an 
undoubted paranoic. 

Frederick W. Peabody is a member of the bar in 
Boston, the author of that well-known book, “The 
Religio-Medical Masquerade,” and for twenty years 
an investigator of Christian Science through the courts 
of the land. He was one of the counsel in the suit 
brought by Mrs. Eddy’s son to have her declared 
mentally unsound, and for the appointment of a guard- 
ian to control her property. His statements are in 
every case taken from sworn testimony in the many 
suits in which he was counsel, or else from documen- 
tary evidence used in these several cases. Perhaps no 
better summary of his conclusions can be given than 
that of the New York Times in 1904. “There is abso- 
lutely no middle ground. Either Mr. Peabody is -the 
most. shameless of calumniators, or Mrs. Eddy is the 
basest of charlatans. And Mr. Peabody expresses an 
eager readiness to have this question submitted to any 
test.” 

Dr. Charles E. Humiston is Professor of Surgery 
in the College of Medicine of the University of IIl- 
inois, and the title of his first chapter expresses with 
great succinctness his views of Christian Science. He 
calls it “a medical parasite,” giving five of its char- 
acteristics which place it in that category. 

In order to show the deadly character of Chris- 
tian Science, Dr. Humiston made request through 
medical. channels “for the details of such cases as 
might reasonably be expected to recover under timely 
and proper treatment, but which through reliance upon 
Christian Science, resulted unfavorably. Physicians 
in all parts of the United States responded. The re- 
quest for this information carried with it the promise 
that names would not be: made public, and that these 
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case reports be written in simple language free from 
technical terms. All but two of these case reports are 
from physicians. Dr. Humiston inciuded a number of 
these reports in this book, and repulsive though they 
are, he says, “There is not space for all of the case 
reports received. Some of the worst and most revolt- 
ing are omitted.” After reading them there will be 
a vigorous endorsement of the following words of 
the author’s conclusion. “Christian Science is an as- 
sassin of humanity. To every form of human misery, 
it brings its one offering — arrogant, boastful, criminal 
ignorance. It obtrudes its hateful presence between 
suffering humanity and the only known means of re- 
lief. It supplants surgery with sorcery and tender 
solicitude with brutal neglect. With hostile mien it 
stands guard against curative medicine at the bedside 
of childhood while death strikes down the helpless 
babe. Christian Science is the advance agent of 
scourge and pestilence, the ally of smallpox and con- 
sumption, the confederate of appendicitis and typhoid 
fever, and the executioner for cancer and intestinal 
obstruction. 

“Against every victory of scientific medicine, Chris- 
tian Science makes angry protest. Every advance in 
preventive medicine is fought through in the face of 
virulent opposition from this miserly-fisted parasite. 

“Highwaymen demand: ‘Your money or your life.’ 
Christian Science, beguiling with siren smile, delud- 
ing with false promise takes — YOUR MONEY and 
YOUR LIFE!” 

It is to be hoped that this book will enjoy a wide 
circulation and that through it, Christians will in- 
form themselves of the deadliness of Christian Sci- 
ense, so that they may be able to unceasingly warn 
those who are investigating its claims, to avoid it as 
they would a deadly pestilence. 
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Interesting Your Class in Mission Study 


By Agnes Noyes Wiltberger 











OW that so much attention is given to the study 
N of missionary enterprises by Sunday-school 

classes we need to be constantly on the watch 
for new methods of making mission study attractive. 
One of the best methods —one that never wears out, 
and that is as effective in an adult class as in the 
Junior or Primary Department —is the making of 
mission statiom posters. Classes feel a worthy pride 
in a number of attractive posters, and interest in mis- 
sion study will surely increase where classes are en- 
gaged in this fascinating work. 

If we could each visit one-of our mission) stations, 
meet the missionary and his family, look over his 
buildings and equipment, eat and sleep in his house, 
play with his children and learn their names; if we 
could each go with him through the rounds of his 
work from morning until night, or from Sunday to 
another Sunday, watch his classes as he teaches them, 
hear him preach in the strange language and try to 
catch the gist of what he is saying by following the 
play of emotion on the faces of his listeners; if we 
could see the crowds of sick and lame and blind who 
wait for hours for attention from the missionary doc- 
tor or nurse, see the babies in the hospital, visit the 
homes of the natives and see the change brought about 
through the influence of the Gospel; if we could each 
have this personal knowledge of just one mission sta- 
tion, how much more the mention of that station would 
mean to us! What vivid pictures we should have of 
the missionary and his work! 

Very few of us can do this. Yet we may each be- 
come acquainted not only with one but with many of 
our missionaries. We may know their children by 
name, We may know the peculiar problems of their 
work, We may see the pupils in the mission schools, 
the patients in the hospitals, the Bible women who go 
into the homes with their helpful message. All this 
we may see:by means of the slowly-built mission sta- 
tion poster. 

It is best to choose for the subject of your first 
poster a station in which the class or department is 
already somewhat interested. If your church has sent 
out a missionary, if a graduate of ‘your local school 
is teaching in a school in the South, if your women’s 
society has sent a missionary box, begin your poster 
collection with that station. 

If the church school already has a fairly wide 
knowledge of denominational missionary work, you 
can begin with any station, wherever present interest 
centers. A personal interest will soon develop, if the 
poster work is thoroughly done. . 

Use a full sheet of bristol-board for each poster. 
Have two holes punched in one end for cords or 
ribbon for hanging. Choose board of a dull green, 
soft gray, tan, or other good background color. Plain 
white is to be preferred to any of the brighter colors 
such as light blue, pink, or green. 

The time to begin gathering pictures for the poster 
is while the class is studying or hearing stories about 
the station you have chosen. Suppose you are to make 


a poster of a girls’ school in Bombay, or of a hospital 
in Baiku, Africa. Cut from papers, magazines, church 
and missionary periodicals, wherever they can be found, 
any pictures that the class thinks are typical of the 
work being done there. Travel magazines are wonder- 
ful helps to mission study. mn 

Write your mission board, telling them what you 
are doing, and ask them to send you pictures of the 
missionaries of that station and of the work done there. 
You will get a good supply. Do not use any picture 
that does not truly represent conditions, Do not use 
it simply because it is pretty. 

Do not begin placing pictures on the poster until 
you have made a plan for the whole. A very good 
effect is secured by grouping pictures of the mission 
buildings just above the center of the chart, with the 


pictures of the missionaries, teachers, and the like, in ~ 


a half circle just below. Above the buildings the name 
of the station should be printed in letters large enough 
to be read across the room. A map showing the loca- 
tion of the mission and the region to which it ministers 
is sometimes very interesting as showing the need. In 
the remaining space place pictures of pupils, Bible 
women, the missionary children, classes at work or at 
play, occupations typical of the country, “before and 
after” pictures of the natives and their homes, perhaps 
the mission automobile ali loaded up ready to make 
the rounds of the preaching stations, and so on. 

Each picture placed on the poster should be there 
for a good reason, because it represents some definite 
bit of information the class has gathered about the 
station. The gathering of the material should be the 
work of the whole group, not of the teacher or of 
one or two pupils. The poster might be more satisfy- 
ing as a work of art if one person were responsible 
for the whole; but it will have educational value only 
for those who do the work. 

Discuss in class which pictures of the many offered 
are best to use, so that the finished poster will give 
a fairly full and complete story of that station. Each 
member of the class should be able to tell the reason 
for the inclusion of any and every picture. Each 
should know the name and the work of every mis- 
sionary whose picture is on the chart. If you can 
secure a personal letter or post-card from the station, 
by all means give it place. 

© you see how the working out of such a poster 
will make that station a familiar place and the mis- 
sionary forever a personal acquaintance? No mere 
reading about it will make it seem so near. 

Field after field may be taken wp in this way, until 
the principal stations covered by denominational mis- 
sions have been studied. Or a class may elect to make 
a study of one branch of missionary work, medical 
missions, or educational. Whatever the subject for the 
posters, the gathering and ‘placing of the pictures will 
make the work of the mission more interesting and 
vivid. And the class will take much pleasure in its 
growing collection of picture posters, 

Lake View, Iowa. 
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' LESSON 3. JANUARY 17. JESUS AND NICODEMUS 


International Uniform Lesson.—John 3 : 1-17; 7 : 45-52; 19 : 38-42 
Golden Text.—God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth on him should not perish, but have eternal life.—John 3 : 16 

















The Lesson as a Whole 
By W. Graham Scroggie 


Foreword 
“A ruler once came to Jesus by night, 
To ask him the way of salvation and light; 
The Master made answer in words true and plain, 
‘Ye must be born again.’ y 
Ye children of men, attend tc the word 
So solemnly uttered by Jesus, the Lord; 
And let not this message to YOU be in vain; 
"Ye must be born again.’ ” 


The Historical Setting 


WO points must be carefully observed as we 
approach this study: 


1. There is the most intimate connection be- 
tween this story and what has immediately preceded 
(2: 23-25). In these latter verses we read that “Many 
trusted [episteusan] on Jesus’ name, beholding his signs 
which he was doing. But Jesus himseif did not trust 

ouk-episteuen] himself to them, because he knew all 
men]; and needed not that any should testify of man, 
for he knew what was in man.” Mark the repetition 
of the verb pisteuo, They trusted Jesus, but he did 
not trust himself to them, because their faith was in 
his signs, rather than in himself. Then opens our 
chapter with the words: “En de anthropos — But 
there was aman...” There are in this narrative three 
points of contact with the preceding verses, in the 
words “but,” “man,” and “signs” (vs. 1, 2). First, 
“But.” Grammarians tell us that de is a conjunctive 
particle, marking the super addition of a clause, whether 
in opposition or in continuation, to what has preceded. 
In this instance the particle marks both continuation 
and opposition, for Nicodemus is at first like, and, at 
last, very unlike those referred to in 2: 23-25. Second, 
“Man,” Chapter two ends with this word (anthropos), 
and chapter three practically begins with it; and the 
incident is evidence enough that Jesus “knew what was 
in man.” Third, “signs” (Semeia, 2:23; 3:2). These 
points of connection are most important because they 
are an illustrative Commentary on Jesus’ attitude 
toward the people at this early stage of his ministry. 


2. Chapters three and four form a division of this 
Gospel, wherein the divine life is acknowledged; and 
by three types of persons—a Pharisee and member 
of Sanhedrin (3: 1-21), a Samaritan woman (4: 1-42), 
and a Herodian courtier (4: 43-54). These are found 
in the three parts of Palestine, — Judea, Samaria, and 
Galilee; and three avenues of approach to the soul are 
here revealed, — by the mind, by the conscience, and 
by the heart. This division, therefore, is in scope 
universal, representative, and comprehensive. In these 
details you will find a considerable amount of preach- 
ing material. 

The Expository Meaning 

Verse 1.—Nicodemus, A Greek name meaning “Con- 
queror of the people.” Such a oné was himself con- 
quered by Christ! Mark how he is described, —a 
Pharisee, a Ruler, The Teacher of Israel (v. 10), and 
old (v. 4). 

Verse 2—By night. Why? See 12:42, 43. Ob- 
serve what is included and what is excluded in the 
way Nicodemus addresses Jesus: Rabbi, but there were 
many; we know that from God thou hast come, as 
witnessed the signs, but the following word, a teacher, 
qualifies this description making it less than Christ 
meant when he predicted the same thing of himself 
(v. 13). A teacher (didaskalos). Compare the teacher 
¢v. 10) of Nicodemus. We know. Compare the same 
on fesus’ lips in verse 11 (oidamen) ; but in vefse 10 
it is another word (ginoskeis). Nicodemus did not 
ask a question, yet Jesus gave him an answer. But 
in what the ruler said a question was implied, namély, 
“How dost thou stand related to the Messianic king- 
dom?” In reply Jesus directs the ruler’s thoughts to 
the nature and subjects of the kingdom of God. An- 
other proof of 2:25. 


Verse 3.—Be-born (Gennao). The relation in which 
believing men stand to God in Christ is, as to its 
origin, variously described: now as a Re-creation, now 
as a Resurrection, now as Adoption, and here as 
a Birth (seven times in verses 3-8). Every descrip- 
tion points to something radical. Again (anothen). 
Of Place, it points to the origin of the new life, — 
from above; of Time, it means that there is an entirely 
new beginning. Social and other advantages are no 

ualification, and the lack of them no disqualification. 

e conditions of entrance into the kingdom are the 
same for Jew and Gentile alike. Are you a twice- 
born man or woman? He cannot. It is an utter im- 
possibility. 

Verse 4.—How? Also in verse 9. In these ques- 
tions Nicodemus omits the word again which Jesus 


Reading: John 3 : 31-36. 
Topic: Nicodemus Visits Jesus. 
Lesson Material: John 3 : 1-3; 6-17. 
Memory Verse: For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him; . . 
have eternal life.—John 3 : 16. 
Junior Topic: A Ruler Visits Jesus by Night. 
Lesson Material : John 3 : 1-3, 9-16, 
Memory Verse: John 3 : 16. ° 
iate and Senior Topic: What Nicodemus Learned From 


Jesus. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: The New Birth. 











The portion of the text indicated by the Internationa] 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
3: 5-17 


5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except 
one be born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into 
the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is 
flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Mar- 
vel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born ‘anew. 8 
2 The wind bloweth where it will, and thou hearest the voice 
thereof, hut knowest not whence it comcth, and whither it 
goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit. 9 Nico- 
demus answered and said unto him, How can these things 
be? 10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou the 
teacher of Israel, and understandest not these things? 11 
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that which we 
know, and bear witness of that which we have seen; and ye 
receive not our witness. 12 If I told you earthly things and 
ye believe not, how shall ye believe if I tell you heavenly 
things? 13 And no one hath ascended into heaven, but he 
that descended out of heaven, even the Son of man, ®* who 
is in heaven. 14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son. of man be lifted up; 15 
that whosoever * believeth may in him have eternal life. 

16 For God ‘so loved the world, that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not per- 
ish, but have eternal life. 17 For God sent not the Son into 
the world to judge the world; but that the world should 
be saved through him. 


2Or, from above. See ver. 313 ch. 19:11; Jas. 1: 173 
3:15, 17. 2Or, The Spirit breatheth. © Many ancient 
authorities omit, who is in heaven. ‘Or, believeth in 
him may have. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








had used (v. 3), and which alters the entire complexion 
of the subject, especially as meaning from-above, 
Nicodemus and Jesus were moving in different circles 
of thought. Is it simplicity or subtilty that charac- 
terizes these questions ? “ 

Verse 5.—Verily, verily. Used' only by John, and 
twenty-five times (three of which are in this lesson, 
(vs. 3, 5, IL), arresting attention and pledging God’s 
faithfulness. Water and Spirit. To understand an 
utterance which has puzzled many, and has occasioned 
many interpretations, it is necessary to view it, not 
from the standpoint of the writer (John), but of the 
speaker (Jesus) ; to view it, not in the light of A. D. 
95, but of A. D, 26-30. In this light, most naturally 
the utterance points to the negative and positive as- 
pects of salvation, to what is outward and inward; on 


the one hand, to the putting away of the old unclean. 


nature, symbolized by water-baptism, and on the other 
hand, by the putting on of the new nature through 
the operation of the Holy Spirit. The old life ends 
and a new life begins. “I live no more [born of 
water], but Christ liveth in me [born of the Spirit].” 

Verse 6.—The spiritual can never rise cut of the 
natural. Aristotle says, “Every nature generates its 
own substance.” Human nature (flesh) can beget 
only human nature; and God only can beget in us 
divine nature. 

Verse 7.—Marvel not. By this time a look of grave 
surprise was in the face of Nicodemus, Ye; not “we.” 
Jesus never included himself in such categories. But 
see we must in verse 11. The must of human need; 
but in verse 14, the must of divine provision, Again, 
See verse 3. 

Verse 8—The words wind and spirit are the same 
in the Greek (pnewma), and so the Revised Version 
margin reads The Spirit breatheth where it [he] will. 
It is better, however, to take the first part of the verse 
as an illustration from nature. So is every one. It 
does not read so is the action of the Spirit because 
that action is manifest-only in the regenerate soul 
bringing forth the fruit of the Spirit. 


Verse 10.—A master, rather, the teacher, the quali- 
fications of his class being seen in him the individual. 
Knowest not? As a student of the Old Testament he 
might and should have known (see Jeremiah 31 : 31-34; 
Ezekiel 36: 24-28). 

Verse 11.—We, three times. Who are these? Bengel 
says, Jesus and the Spirit. Perhaps it is better to 
take it as meaning Jesus and the Spirit-born (v. 8). 
Compare the we of verse 2. “In Christ’s school, the 
truth taught was not to rest on speculation or tradi- 
tion, but on personal knowledge.” 


Verse 12—Jesus now passes from the kingdom 
to speak of the King. Earthly. Things relating to 
repentance and regeneration. Heavenly. Things- more 
deep, relating to the mystery of God in Christ. If 
one cannot learn the alphabet how can he expect to 
speak the language? 

Verse 13,—Heaven. Never in the plural in this 
Gospel but always the heaven. Up (ana), out of (ek), 
in (en). The second preposition tells of Christ’s pre- 
existence and incarnation; the first, Of his ascension; 
and the third, of his eternal relation to God and the 
spiritual realm (see 1: 51). 

_ Verse 14.—Numbers 21: 5-9. “A new interpreta- 
tion of a well-known incident in Jewish history.” 
Lifted up. Twice here, and_in 8:28; 12:32; that is, 
on the cross, 

Verse 15.—Perish ; . . have eternal life. These are 
the only alternatives (v. 16). Eternal, when asso- 
ciated with life, refers quite as much to the quality 
of the life as to its duration (17:3). 

Verses 16-21—Many students understand these 
verses to be the reflections of the Evangelist, and not 
part of Jesus’ conversation with Nicodemus. The ex- 
pression “only-begotten Son” (1:18; 1 John 4:9), 
never used by Jesus of himself; “Believeth on the 
mame” (1:12; 2:23; 1 John 5:13); “To do truth” 
(v. 213; 1 John 1:6); and the tenses in verse 19), 
“loved,” and “were,” all point to this conclusion. 

Verse 17.—The alternatives here are judged (con- 
demned) or saved. 


The Homiletical Form 
I, NicopeMuS AND CHRIST (3: 1-21; 7245-52; 19: 
1. His Desire for Christ (3: 1-21). 
@. His Defense of Christ (7: 45-52). 
3. His Devotion to Christ (19: 38-42). 
II. Curist anp NicopeEMus (3: 1-21). 
¥ Tien Nature and Subjects of the Kingdom (vs, 
I-10). ; 
2. The Person and Work of the King (vs. 11-21). 


The Topical Values 


( 1. ~e was a ruler but he needed a redeemer 
v. I). 

_2 Some look upon Nicodemus with a measure of 
disdain because he “came to Jesus by night” (v. 2). 
In defense of this man two things must be said: first, 
“he came to Jesus,” and that is more than some of 
you have done. It is better to come to Jesus late than 
not at all. Better come in the dark than dodge Christ 
all your days; second, it is quite an assumption to 
say that he came at night because he was a coward. 
His official duties might have kept him from coming 
by day. Moreover, he would have a better chance 
of a quiet and protracted conversation with-Jesus at 
night than during the day when crowds were throng- 
ing him.. Always put the best construction upon a 
fellow’s actions. 

3. Nicodemus thought well of Jesus (v. 2), but not 
well enough (v. 13). We can never think well enough 
of him, but we should think of him better than we do. 

4. The Evidential Value of Miracles (v. 2). Eight 
miracles are recorded in this Gospel, and six of them 
only by John. Make a list. 


_5. Nicodemus spoke three times and Jesus three 
times; and_each asked two questions, Look into this. 

6. Quite a number of John’s key-words occur in 
this conversation. Trace the following: know, re- 
ceive, witness, believe, eternal life, love, world, sent, 
judge, signs, name, light, 

7. Every organization has its terms of admission. 
The heavenly King here lays down the condition of 
entrance into his kingdom (vs. 3-8). There is no 
other way. Eternal life is the hall-mark of the sub- 
jects of this kingdom, , 

8. Youth is the time to make decision for Christ; 
yet one is never too old (v. 4) to come, This old 
scholar came to the young Saviour, 

9. The wind and the Spirit, as to their action, are 
alike in that they are free, “where it listeth” ; manifest, 
“the soutid” ; mysterious, “canst not tell’; and powerful, 
the effects (v. 8). 

10, Compare John’s and Paul’s teaching on “flesh 
and spirit” (Rom, 6). 

II. - Nicodemus and~Jesus asked “how” (vs. 
4, 9, 12). 

12, The Gospel in miniature (v. 16). Observe that 
the word “Gospel” is im the initial letters of six words 
in this verse: God, only, son, perish, everlasting, life. 
Think of this love of God as to its Nature, Scope, 
Proof, Freeness, and Effect. 








Lesson for January 17 
John 3: 1-173 7 : 45-52; 19 : 38-42 


The Practical Aim 

Salvation is the end and aim of this story. The 
first part treats of the need of regeneration, and the 
second part of the means of redemption. First the 
necessary subjective change in the soul is shown, and, 
then the wonderful objective facts which make that 
change possible. What began as a general discussion 
Jesus soon turned to a personal application. Compare 
4:15, 16. It is not enough that you study this les- 
son; have you got this blessing? Are you in posses- 
sion of eternal life, and are you living that life day 
by day? Christ is asking of you not compliments but 
consecration. He wants to hear you say, not, “we 
know that thou art_a teacher” (v. 2), but, “I know 
that thou art my Saviour.” Say this yourself, and 
lead all your scholars to say it. 


Final Word 
Study the interviews between Jesus and other per- 
sons in this Gospel of which there are eleven, and then 
have an epoch-making interview with him yourself. 
EptnsurcH, SCOTLAND. 


| 2 
Questions for Teacher and _ Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Professor Ellis, Mrs. 
Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the Associate 
Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you tried assign- 
ing some of the questions to different members of your 
class, letting them see whether they can discover the 

answers as given in the following issue? 

did Nicodemus come to Jesus by night? 


2. What is revealed by the American Standard trans< 
lation as to Nicodemus’ position? ‘ 


3. What “things” had Nicodemus doubtless seen Jesus 
do, that had aroused his faith in him? 


4. Of what supreme miracle had Jesus already spoken 
which also may have been heard by Nicodemus? 


a ‘tee did Nicodemus think of Jesus when he came to 
m - 


6. How did the Lord endeavor to enlighten Nicodemus 
concerning the truth he wished to impart to him? 


7. What different opinion might Nicodemus have had 
when he left Christ? 


8 What changed opinion of himself may have come to 
Nicodemus? —~ 


9. What is the new birth? 
10. What is the only condition of the new birth? 


11, Why would the reference to the brazen serpent be 
especially effective? 


12, Whose are the words recorded in John 3 : 16? 
13. What is meant by “perish” in verse 16? 


14. What verses in Romans can you link with John 
3:19, 20? 


1s. What evidence have we that Jesus won Nicodemus’ 
‘devoted friendship that night they first talked together? 


16. In his effort to get a clearer knowledge of Jesus, how 
‘did Nicodemus show greater wisdom than some twentieth 
century seekers after light? 


17. What is the result of seeking truth merely through 
human means? 


18 What is the last picture John gives us of Nicodemus? 
—- 
Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the_ preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





_ THE PRINCIPLE OF CONCENTRATION.—Organ- 
ize the lesson around one central and important 
truth whenever possible. 











T WOULD seem to be true without doubt that not 

only this lesson but the whole of the Word of God 
could revolve around this central text which is the 
Golden Text of this lesson. It is not-only the heart of 
what Christ said to Nicodemus but the heart of the 
Bible itself, carrying within its bosom the content of 
many sermons preached and many as yet undelivered. 
Nicodemus, though recognizing Jesus as a teacher 
come from God, did not know the way of salvation 
and did not know that the One to whom he talked 
is the Way of salvation not only for Nicodemus but 
for all mankind. The twice-repeated “whosoever be- 
lieveth” asserts not only the possibility of salvation, 
and salvation for all, but salvation on exactly the same 
terms for all, One might be a ruler of the Jews or a 
riller of the Gentiles, but he must enter the same door 
as the humblest soul in the world; and for the hum- 
blest soul in the world there is the same entrance door 
as for the richest and the mightiest. 

Here is the true democracy of the kingdom of God. 
In brief compass here the Teacher come from God 
reveals to the teacher in Israel the work of the Father, 
the Son, and the Spirit in the salvation of the human 
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The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday Schoo! Times 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a.dozen, 


First Quarter 
1. January 3.—The Son of God Becomes Man...John 1 : 1-18 
2. January 10.—Five Men Believe on Jesus ....John 1 : 19-51 
3. January 17.—Jesus and Nicodemus 
John 3: 1-17; 7 : 45-52; 19 : 38-42 
4. January 24.—Jesus and the Samaritan Woman 
John 4: 1-42 
§. January 31.—Jesus Feeds Five Thousand Men, John 6: 1-71 
6, February 7.—Jesus Heals and Saves a Blind Man 
John 9 : 1-41 
7- February 14.—Jesus the Good Shepherd ..John 10 : 1-30 
8. February 21.—Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead 
John 11:1 to 12:11 
9. February 28.—Jesus Teaches Respect for Law 
(Temperance Lesson.) .....ceeseeees Matthew 22: 15-22 
10. March 7.—Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet, John 13 : 1-17 
11. March 14.—Last Words of Jesus with His Disciples 
John, chapters 14 to 17 
12. March 21.—Jesus. Dies and Rises from the Dead 


John 18:1 to 20:23 
13. March 28,—R&view: The Gospel of John 








soul, indicating clearly that though it is a process mys- 
terious to the human understanding it is nevertheless 
as real as the natural birth. It is a salvation in which 
the human has as little t as did the stricken children 
of Israel who were healed when obediently they merely 
turned their gaze upon the brazen serpent. 

Thus was Nicodemus taught that not only was en- 
trance to the kingdom of God through the birth from 
above, but that this work of the Spirit can be consum- 
mated only because the Father gave the Son to be the 
Saviour of the world and because his finished work on 
Calvary has opened.a fountain for sin and uncleanness 
which is available for all who will believe on him. 
Thus was Nicodemus taught that not through the dis- 
course of a Great Teacher but through faith in a cru- 
cified Redeemer could he find the salvation his soul 
seemed to seek. 

Huntinopon, Pa. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Standard Oil Company.—That which is born 
of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit (v. 6). This is a divine statement of 
a physiological and psychological truth. Uncle Billy 

atson means the same thing when he says, “You 
can’t get blood out of a turnip,” referring to some 
trouble he has been having with a “bonehead” and 
brutish farm hand “who don’t know enough to come 
in when it rains.” From the sensuous man nothing 
can be expected save sensuous things. He is bored to 
death by the fine things of life. A prize fighter is 
often his highest type of amusement and he gladly 
pays a big price for a ringside seat to see some 
champion knock a contender out in a few rounds. An 
evening with the poets by the finest reader in the 
world would put him to sleep. And he would be 
running true to form. Henry Drummond has ex- 
plained the matter beautifully in his “Natural Law in 
the Spiritual World.” This book years ago took the 
world by storm and its publication made Professor 
Drummond famous and was one of the means used by 
God to join up science and religion into an everlasting 
partnership. By the way, I am writing this note in 
the directors’ room of the Standard Oil Company, 
26 Broadway, New York, waiting for the Chairman 
of the Board, Mr. A. C. Bedford, who is to speak for 
me at a gathering of Christian laymen in Philadelphia. 
I am here to arrange the details. Now the Standard 
Oil Company is science all over. Its chemical labora- 
tory is one of greatest in the world. You will 
note the master of Standard Oil is ready to take the 
time to come to Philadelphia and speak a word for 
his Master and to show that big as is the Standard’s 
mr the Master’s business is much bigger (Rom. 
12:11). 


Science and Religion.—The wind bloweth where it 
will... so is everyone that ts born of the Spirit (v. 
8). What is wind? Air in motion. What is air? 

ave you ever seen liquid air and the amazing won- 
ders of it? Temperature three hundred degrees below 
zero, they tell us. I have asked and asked how they 
know and no one has yet answered. And this radio 
thing. Music and speech here in this very air that 
surrounds me as I sit in this luxurious room where 
the Standard Oil directors will meet in the next half 
hour and decide matters that will affect every part 
of the globe where the oil can has penetrated. I won- 
der if a scientific truth digger will some day discover 
something we can put wpon our eyes and thereby dis- 
cover this air of ours is full of shapes as well as 
sounds. Elisha, you may remembef, got by prayer 
something of this sort for his servant who beheld 
the hills full of soldiers taking care of the prophet 
(2 Kings 6:17; Psa. 34:7). Yes, indeed, it is won- 
derful —“so is every one that is born of the Spirit.” 


a 


In the light of these tremendous conquests of science 
which we have day by day in the material world and 
the manifold analogies in the spiritual world, I often 
wonder what kind of wheels the professor must have 
in his head that sends him_cavorting around among 
his students like a bucking Tin Lizzie trying to upset, 
for the pure devilishness of the thing, the old home 
fireside religion. For the Holy Spirit to reach down 
and touch me when I was as dead in sin as a piece of 
rolling mill cinder and as worthless, and lift me up 
into a life in God, is a mystery that is being demon- 
strated by the reclamation of wrecked lives every day 
in our city missions, if one will only take the trouble 
to observe. 


The Great Verse.—For God so loved the world (v. 
16). A good woman in New York accuses me of ir- 
reverence because I teach the Sunday-school lessons 
with a twinkle in my eye and sometimes burst right 
out laughing, but I want her to, know that I always 
approach John 3:16 with fear and trembling and with 
all the solemnity of my Quaker preacher grandfather 
and grandmother. To lots of people I know, it is the 
whole Gospel. Every now and then I go down into 
the byways and hedges of the great city. Here and 
there I will come across a deserted store room turned 
into a Gospel Mission by some man or woman saved 
from the depths. Every Mission will have “JoHN 
THREE SIXTEEN” either over the door or the words 
of it upon the wall inside. I heard one of the saved 
men in such a Mission one night sing in a wonderful 
soul-stirring way a song of which the refrain was 
“When He said ‘whosoever,’ that meant me.” The 
words are sweet ones to every Christian, but especially 
so to the fellow who falls so low he has “to reach 
up to touch bottom,” as Mel Trotter says was his case, 
It is a wonderful thing when the lost and friendless 
man grasps the fact that God indeed loves him. I 
told some Chinatown girls that when the Devil comes 
to them in all his power in that‘last chapter when sin 
has done its worst, and hands them gun, gas, river, 
or needle “to end it all,” to remember that the Devil 
is the father of liars. “Girlie, you have One who 
loves you up there and these Mission folks love you 
down here. And the Scripture to prove the one is 
John 3:16 and the place to prove the other is the 
mourners’ bench with the loving Christian hearts stand- 
ing to welcome you.” The ex-burglar, Dave Ranney, 
under whose care I was meeting the folks of the un- 
derworld in New York City, said, “Old Top, the gals 
all caught on, you bet.” 

CoaATESVILLE, Pa. 


e 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anyth.ng without first 
securing and reading carefully_a leaflet ae the 
conditions of this department. full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Pref ill be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” : 


erses than the Golden Text are 
epecally desired, Fen 4 pons on the Golden Text are also 
a je . 

Values.—He gave his only begotten Son (Golden 
Text); A lad once asked his father how the death 
of one person could save a whole world. The father 
took. him to the farmyard, showed him various ani- 
mals, and asked: “Whose life is worth most — that 
horse’s, that fowl’s, or yours?” “Mine,” answered 
the boy. “Which is worth most, your life, or the lives 
of a thousand such creatures?” “Mine.” “Why?” 
“Because I belong to a higher species.” Thus the life 
of the Son of God avails for countless multitudes.— 
From the Christian. Sent by W. Haslam, Blackburn, 
Lancashire, Eng. 


The Effect of the Shock.—That which is born of 
the Spirit is spirit (v. 6). “Father, what is the dif- 
ference between a man who has received the Holy 
Ghost and one who has not?” asked a boy who had 
just attended a service on Whit-Sunday. “The same, 
said his father, “as the difference between two needles, 
one of which has received an electric shock, while 
the other has not. The one has hidden virtues, which 
occasion will show; the other has none. The electric 
shock has rendered the one needle into a magnet, which, 
duly balanced, will enable man to find his way across 
the trackless ocean. As this needle so may the soul 
be which has received the electric shock of the Holy 
Spirit—on the ocean of a sinful world it will point 
wanderers to the haven of everlasting rest.”—From 
the Sunday~Companion. Sent by W. Haslam, Black- 
burn, Lancashire, Eng. 


The Spirit a Person.—That which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit (v. 6). A young student preparing for 
Cambridge was assailed by a certain village skeptic 
who sneered at the idea of the Holy Ghost being a 
person. “P€rsonality of the Spirit!” said he; “why, 


the Spirit is wind, breath, air—the very Greek word 
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shows you this, for it simply means, 
wind.” “Be it so,” replied the youth, 
“then be so good as to tell me the mean- 
ing of this passage, ‘Except a man be 
born of water and of the wind, he can- 
not enter into the kingdom of God. That 
which is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
that which is born of the wind is wind. 
The wind bloweth where it listeth, and 
thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst 
not tell whence it cometh and whither it 
goeth; so is every one that is born of 
the wind.’” The skeptic, taken aback, had 
no answer; and the student passed on, 
saying to him, “Your words are born of 
the wind, but not of the Spirit.”—From 
the Biblical Treasury. Sent by W. R. 
Clark, Redruth, Eng. 


Better than Props.—Ye must be born 
again (v. 7). “That man wants a prop 
on either side of him,” said one of an 
unhappy specimen at a tramps’ Gospel 
breakfast. “No,” replied the other, him- 
self a reclaimed drunkard, “he wants a 
new ‘stem right down the middle.” The 
believer becomes a “new creature,”—From 
the Revival Witness. Sent by W. Has- 
lam, Blackburn, Lancashire, Eng. 


First Things First.—Ye must be born 
again (v. 7). “God does not expect you 
to live his life without first giving you 
his nature.” These were the words that 
startled a godless and mocking young 
soldier in Egypt. “Why,” he cried, “that 
explains it: again and again I have been 
told to be good; again and again I have 
tried: but I can’t. But all is different, if 
God does not expect me to live his life 
without first giving me his nature.” Then 
he knelt and received his rebirth. “Ye 
must be born again.”—From the Dawn. 
Sent by W. Haslam, Blackburn, Lanca- 
shire, Eng. 


Why Is New Birth Needed ?—Marvel 
not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born 
anew (v. 7). A speaker asked, why must 
we be “born again” in order to be saved? 
Here is an apple with a worm hole in it. 
Did the worm begin to bore that hole 
from the outside or from the inside? 
‘Several answered “From the outside.” 
But an old saint said, “No, from the in- 
side.” He was. correct.. The egg was 
laid in the blossom, and the worm was 
hatched in the heart of the apple. The 
worm bored its way out. Even so, the 
germ of sin is born in the heart of the 
child, and the sinful nature is developed 
as growth comes along. hat nature — 
inborn nature—must be transformed, 
“born again,” in order to become one spir- 
itually with the Spirit of God.—Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Norbury, London, Eng. 
Prize illustration. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we pray thee to search our hearts as thou 
didst search the heart of Nicodemus. If we 
have been dull of comprehension, and ‘hin- 
dered by our own earthliness, may we to-day 
hear thy voice speaking to us of the things 
of the Spirit. May we not resist the great 
change that thou wouldst make in the lives 
of some of us. May we believe with all our 
heart upon thyself, and then know that thou 
dost give us the new life about which thou 
didst speak to Nicodemus. We would be 
among the “whosoevers’” who have eternal 
life through belief on thyself. Lord, grant that 
we may be the means of bringing others to 
thee, so that they too may share in the won- 
ders of thy love and grace. We ask all this 
in thy dear name. Amen, 

After the Lesson.—Some of us are so 
occupied with things that have to do with 
the business, the house, the street, the li- 
brary, and a lot of other things, that we 
are much like Nicodemus, who had a great 
deal of trouble in understanding spiritual 
truth. We can see from the way in which 
Jesus spoke to him that Jesus knew his 
dulness, and his lack of understanding 
even of some earthly things. What is 
our trouble? Yes, those of us who have 
not accepted the Lord Jesus as our Sav- 
iour certainly do need more deeply than 
we realize the new life that he offers. 
“If any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature,” said the apostle Paul. That 
is what we need to be—new creatures, 
or new creations, made over, and different 
in more ways than we can think of. It 
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isn’t by our work or our struggle that 
we come into the new life, but by putting 
our trust in the Lord Jesus absolutely, 
and then he takes care of the great change, 
the new birth. Are you willing to trust 
him? Do you feel the need of a change 
in your own life? Trust him to-day, and 
let him do for you what you never in 
the world can do for yourself. Let us 
pray. 





THE NEW BIRTH 


“WHOSOEVER BELIEVETH” 
DO YOU? 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Ye must be born again.” 
“Full surrender.” 

“The old-fashioned way.” 
“Our great Saviour.” 

“John 3 : 16.” 

“Grace greater than our sin.” 
“The moment it is done.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“God So Loved the World” (314). John 3: 16. 
“The Lord’s Salvation” (168 : 1-3). 
Psalm 85 : 7-13. 
“Life’s Ransom Price” (112: 1, 2). 
Psalm 49 : 6-9. 
“Redemption Is With Thee” (67 : 1-3). 
Psalm 31 : 1-8, 
“Justified by Faith” (229 : 1-3). 
Psalm 116 : 1-8 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Words. 


_ Discussion: Bring out the various ways 
in which God’s love can be expressed 
through a human life, 


Objective: A living witness. 


AY, fellows, did you ever have a 
thought so large, so high, so won- 
derful, that your vocabulary could not 
supply the words to express it? Did you 
ever have a day dream that you could 
not write a description of to save your 
life? Did you ever love so hard you 
couldn’t tell it? 
Maybe you're smiling at that last ques- 
tion, fellows, but I’m serious: did you? 





Listen; I have a little girl in my home 
who is very affectionate, and one day 
when she told me she loved me, I asked 
her: “How much do you love me?” Her 
lips parted to answer, but no word came, 
Then she looked about to find some ob- 
ject large enough to compare with, but 
her gaze came back to mine without hav- 
ing found a satisfactory measure; for 
an instant she seemed unable to reply — 
when suddenly I felt her little arms 
clamped like a vise around my neck, her 
face next to mine, and her little muscles 
quivering with the strain of the tightest 
hug her childish strength could deliver. 

Now, fellows, look at John 3:16, the 
star verse of our Scripture to-day — 
called by some the star verse of the whole 
Bible) Have you ever noticed, in that 
so familiar passage that God does not use 
a word that would of itself describe his 
love for the world? Why? For the very 
good reason that there is no word in any 
human language that is sufficient. Let’s 
put on the blackboard some of the strong- 
est adverbs we can think of to measure 
this love of God: 


DIVINEL UNCEASINGL 
——- Wanve Loush y 
GREATL RGIVINGL 
GOobD ed PoweR Futly LOVE D 
INFINITELY = -§ SACRIFICIALLY ; 
ETERNALLY =" ~DEVoTEDLY 
SURPASSINGLY 


Yes, all that—and yet more. Are 
there any stronger words left that we can 
use? Think them out and put them down. 
Still they fall far short of expressing it. 

You see, fellows, the language is not 
able to bear it. There is no mere word 
(or words) competent to measure God’s 
love, and when God wanted to tell us 
about it, he saw that language was insuffi- 
cient, therefore he used a tiny word of 
two letters which of itself means nothing, 
but points to a person and a personal 
act. SOs 






INFINITES 
ETERNA Lisy’ 
DEvoreDi: 





The “so” includes it all. 

, seeing that such language as we 
know would not convey any adequate idea 
of his love, chose the most costly vehicle 
of Heaven to bring it to us, that we might 
see and touch and hear and know his 
love — even Jesus Christ, his only Son. 
And that “SO” means Christ. 

It points to him. And only by seeing 
and knowing Christ in his mission, his 





ee 


AS Moses lifted up the 


& 





3 The likeness of the ip 
pvisonevus reptile, Bae 
4. But nv prison. 
5. Displayed to the 


Loe, X 












view of the victims. ities 
ebeicving tisgued in} A D AM 
g. Supernaturally A in, IS RA 





Saha 9:100& 


Serpent in the wildernes; *¥°D 


Whosvever believeth 
in him should not 
perish,but have 
eternal life.” 






SO must the jon @ 
mun ve lifted up:thaywy 














.The divi 
ly provided. ads2:23 
3"In the likeness of 


sinful flex’ Roms: 
14. But mv sity. rPet.2:22 
Z| 5. Whom God hath set 
forth a propitiniigs 
6. Feith in Him issuesin 














Z holiness of soul, actyss 
Suyereaty vetnnad 








JANUARY 2, 192€ 


work, his word, his -sacrifice,—as the 
Bible and the Hoiy Spirit reveal him 
can we comprehend what God wants us 
to know of his love which passeth all 
understanding. 

And, fellows, don’t miss this: “4s... 
so.” Turn to John 17:18. You must 
bear your witness in words; that is im- 
portant, but it is not all. “As” the Father 
sent the Son to the world, “So” the .Son 
sends you to the world. It is a life—a 
personal, living touch, carrying the deeds 
as well as the spoken testimony of an 
undying faith in your Saviour — that, 
and nothing less, will meet his high chal- 
lenge to you to witness for him. 

The floodtide of God’s love waits on 
you, fellows: Will you be a channel? 


GREENSBORO, N. C. 
we 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Jesus always “understands.” 


2. Have you come to him — “by night” 
or by day? 











go geted often has some unhappy girl 
‘Ah cried out to you, in a storm of mis- 
erable self-defense, “Oh, it wouldn’t be 
so bad, I wouldn’t care so much if any- 
body just understood me! But nobody 
really widerstands!” She craves one who 
knows, with unerring certainty, the real 
depths of her heart, the motives and im- 
pulses and longings that are so often con- 
cealed rather than revealed by her actions. 

Here is welcome news for her,— for 
here is the story of how surely and 
swiftly Jesus plumbed the depths of a 
man’s heart and. answered a need he 
hardly had recognized within himself; yet 
so great a need that meeting it made a 
lifetime friend of Nicodemus, “the teacher 
of Israel,” for Jesus, the “teacher come 
from God.” 

That young heart, hungry for loving 
understanding, may have a great surprise 
coming to her when she comes to Jesus, 
for he may show -her some secret sin, 
some hidden need she little thought was 
ruling her life, barring the way to the hap- 
piness she craves. Nicodemus evidently 
came to talk of quite other things than 
his own personal need of a new nature, 
but the Teacher knew this was the mat- 
ter of first concern for this seeker, both 
for his own sake and for his leadership 
among his people. 

2. There is another thing your hungry- 
hearted girl must realize: she must, her- 
self, come to Jesus if she would find in 
him the understanding Friend and Sav- 
iour she wants and needs. How she 
comes matters far less than that she 
comes, and so proves the earnestness -of 
her desire for him, the reality of her 
faith that he can meet her need. Nico- 
demus, the cultured, wealthy, learned 
teacher, must come himself to find Jesus 
as his Saviour no less than that outcast 
leper-beggar by the roadside who came 

for His cleansing touch. 


Home Study 
Make a list of every individual you 
know (in the Gospels) who came to 
Jesus, in person, for His help. Can you 
add your name to that list? Have you 
come? 
Decatur, GA. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


AKE up the story where we left off 
last week. To very briefly on 
the marriage in Cana to which Jesus and 
his disciples were invited. Call atten- 
tion to the friendliness and helpfulness 
of the Lord Jesus, as well as his great 
power. Tell of the authority with which 
he cleansed the temple in Jerusalem, call- 
ing it his Father’s house. Tell of his 
mighty works at the Passover Feast, and 
of the many who believed on him. 
Relate the story of the visit of Nico- 
demus with great clearness and simplic- 
ity. It was while the Lord Jesus was: 























Lesson for January 17 
John 3: 1-17; 7 : 45-52; 19 : 38-42 


in Jerusalem that this ruler came to see 
him. Perhaps Nicodemus had seen him 
driving the thieves from the templé; or 
performing some miracle, and he wanted 
to know the Teacher better. So one night 
he came to the house where the Master 
was, and had a long talk with him. Nico- 
demus was a ruler among God’s chosen 
people ;}he was also a Pharisee, one who 
thought that by appearing good, and by 
doing. many good things he would just 
naturally belong to the kingdom of God. 
But the Lord Jesus could see the sin in 
the heart of the proud Pharisee, ‘and 
told him plainly that his heart must be 
changed before he could even see the 
kingdom of God. Nicodemus could not 
understand how an old man’s heart could 
be changed, so he asked, “How can these 
things be?” 

The Master told Nicodemus that he 
was going to be lifted up, meaning that 
he was going to die on the cross for the 
sin of ‘the world. This was why John 
had called. Jesus “the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world.” 
This is how Nicodemus could be saved 
in the long ago, and the boys and girls 
and older people of to-day can get their 
hearts changed in the same blessed way 
—just by repenting, and believing in 
Jesus, ; 

The Lord Jesus gave Nicodemus. the 
sweetest message human ears ever heard, 
telling why he had come to save people: 
“For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whoso- 


ever believeth in him should not perish,- 


but have everlasting life.” See that every 
child in the class kmows the exact words 
of this verse. Show them that it cun- 
tains the whole Gospel message — all that 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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we need to know in order to enter the 
kingdom of God, and even to become the 
children of God. 

We love to believe that Nicodemus did 
believe in Jesus for once when the ene- 
mies of Jesus wanted to have him ar- 
rested Nicodemus told them that they 
should hear him before they condemned 
him, Then after he had been crucified, 
Nicodemus brought a hundred pounds of 
precious spices with which to bury him, 
and helped another friend to put his body 
into the tomb, Then he must have remem- 
bered very distinctly what the Master 
had said about being “lifted up.” 


I am so glad that our Faiher in Heaven 
Tells of his love in the Book he has given! 
Wonderful things in the Bible I see; 
‘This is the dearest that Jesus loves me. 


Curnton, S. C, 
we 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the Lesson of January 10) 


1. Personal evangelism, for he first found 
and won to himself, one by one, five indi- 
viduals, before he ever preached a single ser- 
mor? to the masses. 


2. John the Baptist held up the “Lamb of 
God’’— not himself—in his preaching; John 
and Andrew at least started toward the Lord 
from that testimony; Andrew immediately 
found his own brother and brought him to 
his new Friend; Philip found a friend of his, 
Nathanael, and told him what he believed 
about this Friend. God honors by using them, 
the human links in the chain that binds men 
to Christ. 


3. John’s main purpose was to prove that 
Jesus was the Christ, and in this first chap- 
ter four who found him declared their belief 
in him as the Messiah for whom they had 
long been looking— John the Baptist, An- 
drew, Philip, and Nathanael. They were not 
identical in emphasis, but every one gives 
this testimony. 

4. Because the scribes taught that Elias 
(Elijah) would come again before the Messiah 
(Matt. 17:10). The Talmud repeatedly refers 
to this (comp. Mal. 4:5). : 

5. Behold the Lamb of God which taketh 
away the sin of the world (John 1 : 29). 


6. Isaiah 53:7 (comp. Acts 8 : 32). 
es He pointed men to Christ, the Lamb of 


8. They followed Jesus (John 2: 37). 

9. Possibly it was because they wanted to 
ask him more than could be answered on the 
spot. 

10. No, because John had prepared them for 
this hour by his forecast of this One he now 
said had come. 

11. Because he was going to change Simon’s 
heart and life (Acts 2: 14, etc.). 

12, Jesus’ own to Andrew and John, and 
Philip’s to Nathanael, “Come and see.” Can 
there be a warmer, more effective invitation, 
or a fairer one? 

13. Psalm 34:8. 

14. That this was the prophesied Messiah. 

15. The unique personality of Him who im- 
pressed them as the one who was to come. 

16. He refrains from mention of himself as 
the other disciple, and of the fact that evi- 
dently. he, too, like Andrew, broughi his 
brother to Jesus. 

17. Certainly these followers were with him 
when he ascended into heaven after his resur- 
rection, and saw the attending angels who 
repeated to them his own assurance of his 
return (Acts 1:10, 11). The record does not 
tell us that any man saw the resurrection 
angels only the women; nor did they see 
the angel of the temptation, nor the one who 
eame to the Lord in Gethsemane. 

18. (1) Christ ‘commands it (Acts 1:8); (2) 
Gratitude demands it (Mark 5:19); (3) The 
world sorely needs it; (John 3:16); (4) The 
Church needs it (Matt. 16 : 18); (5) The Chris- 
tian grows by it (Eph. 4:11-15). (From the 
Testament for Fishers of Men.) 


An Inexpensive Library ‘on 
the Gospel of John. . 


Pive books or booklets are specially 
recommended by The Sunday School 
Times as an adequate and well balanced 
yet inexpensive little library for teachers 
on the International Sunday School Les- 
sons in the three months’ series in the 
ae of John, which began January 3, 
1926. 

The books may‘ be purchased from The 
Sunday School Times Company, Phila- 
delphia, separately at the prices given, or 





at the special price of $3, postpaid, for 
the set of five. 


The Apostle John. By W. H. Griffith 
Thomas, D.D. Exhaustive studies in the life 
and writings of the beloved Apostle as given 
by this master of exegesis. Extensive sec- 
tions on the life of the Apostle, the Gospel, 
the Epistles, and the Revelation, 372 pages. 
$1.75. 

The Deity of Christ. By S. W. Pratt, D.D. 
A careful analysis of the Gospel of John, ta- 
king up from every angle its witness to Christ 
as very God and very Man. Twenty-six 
chapters, giving an overwhelming argument 
to the deity of Christ. $1, 


Studies in the Deity of Christ. What Is 
Meant by It.—Why Reason Requires It.—Ob- 
stacles to Believing It.—What God’s Word 
Says About It. 25 cents. 

The Resurrection of Jesus, Considered from 
the Lawyer’s Viewpoint. By D. L. Jamison, 
LL.B. Just as you would bring the facts be- 
fore a jury, this lawyer, now a minister, gives 
a masterly study of the evidence for the resur- 
rection of the body of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
It is conclusive. 25 cents, 


List of International Uniform Lessons for 
1926. A valuable leaflet affording a bird’s-eye 
view of the year’s work, giving the title, les- 
son text, Golden Text, devotional reading, ad- 
ditional reference material, and departmental 
topics and memory verses for each lesson 
during the year. 10 cents. 


The following four books or booklets 
will also be found especially helpful and 
may be had from The Sunday School 
Times Company at the prices given, or 
at the special price of $1, postpaid, for 
the set of four, 

What Is the Gospel? By Charles Gallaudet 
Trumbull. Straightforward talks on Evan- 
gelism for “the man in the street’”— and every 
one else. It gives God’s Word on Why Men 
Are Lost, How Men Are Saved, What Is Sal- 
vation, The Blessed Hope, The Victorious 
Life. Paper, 50 cents. 

How to Study the Four Gospels. By W. H. 
Griffith Thomas, D.D. The last published 
work of this greatly beloved Bible teacher, 
giving suggestions for study, analyses of 
each Gospel, and other material. 25 cents, 
$2.50 a dozen, , 

Outline Harmony of the Gospels. By Prof. 
Matthew Brown Riddle. Shows the events of 
the Gospel story, places, and dates, and loca- 
tion in each Gospel, in parallel columns. 15 
cents, $1.50 a dozen. ‘. 

Chart of Christ’s Journeyings.. By C. E. 
Arnold, A.M, Four clear outline journey 
maps, showing the various periods of Jesus’ 
ministry, with the events, and the location 
of the Scripture passages.in parallel columns, 
Pocket size, 25 cents; $2:50 a dozen. 





Children at Home 








Treasure 
By Elsa Gorham Baker 


ILLY and Lee were playing “Pirate’s 

Treasure” in the old shed one rainy 
Saturday afternoon. They were pretend- 
ing to be on the shore of a sandy. desert 
island. The beat of the rain,on the roof 
and the splash of the stream pouring 
from the eaves-trough into the big rain 
barrel that stood at the corner of the 
shed made a very satisfactory imitation 
of breaking waves and dashing surf. The 
floor of the shed was not so good a sub- 
stitute for sand, however, but Lee had 
found some boards that were loose and 
could be taken up when the treasure was 
ready to be buried, 

The children’ had spent several hours 
“making money.”.. They cut thick card- 
board into. discs-of two or three different 
sizes and covered them smoothly with 
gold and silver tinfoil which they had 
been saving for some months. Then, be- 
cause pirates’ treasure. chests must hold 
jewels as well as money, Milly had con- 
tributed two. strings of glass beads ~ one 


of “rubies”.and one of “emeralds.” 


yhen the cigar box tréasure chest was 
filled with gold and silver coins and with 
the:.twostrings. of jewels carefully ar- 


ranged. so that part of each one showed 


on top,-it looked very “treasury” indeed, 
as Milly said. - 

Lee nailed the lid on tightly and printed 
on it in big black.letters— “Captain Kidd 
— His Treasure.” . 

“Let’s make a map,” said Milly, “the 
kind they have in all the treasure stories 
—‘one hundred feet south from white 





*9 


rock’ and ‘twenty-five paces east from 
where tip of pine tree’s shadow falls at 
noon,’ and things like that. We'll have 
it lead all over the farm and end here. 
Then when Cousin Jimmie comes up from 
the city this summer, we'll give him the 
map and let him find the treasure.” 

“Say, that’s a fine idea!’’ exclaimed Lee, 
“Jimmie’ll have lots of fun, and so will 
we, making the map. But we've got to 
bury this treasure before anybody can dig 
it up.” He took up the loose boards in 
the floor and with the shovel which stood 
ready began to dig.” 

“Let me dig some,” said Milly. 

“All right,” agreed Lee. “It’s easy digf 
ging in this soft dirt. Part of it is rotten 
wood. Father says there used to be a big 
cherry tree right here. It blew down 
when he was a boy and they moved the 
shed over the place where it stood to make 
more room for the garage. There,” he 
added after a few minutes, handing the 
shovel to Milly, “you take out a little 
more dirt and the hole will be deep 
enough. We mustn’t make too much work 
for Jimmie.” 

It was on the top of Milly’s last shovel- 
ful of dirt that a little round flat object 
appeared. “Look!” cried the little girl, 
pointing, ‘“What’s that?” 

Lee picked it up. “Feels hard,” he 
said, scraping off some of the dirt. 

“Hold it out in the rain a minute,” 
Milly suggested, “that'll wash it off.” 

Lee did so. “Looks like a dollar,” he 
said, “only it’sbrown. Maybe the 
brown’ll scrape off.” He drew the object 
across the edge of the shovel. A shining 
yellow streak showed. ; 

“It’s gold! It’s gold!” shrieked Milly. 
“We've dug up a pirate’s treasure instead 
of burying one!” 

“It certainly does look like gold!” ex- 
claimed Lee. “But I don’t see how it 
can be. Let’s see if there’s any more 
like it im the hole.” They searched care- 
fully, but found nothing more. 

“Come on, show it to mother,” cried 
Milly, and regardless of the rain, the two 
children dashed to the house. 

Mother listened to their excited ex- 
planation and carefully cleaned the gold 
piece — for such it proved to be. And a 
= piece whose value made Milly and 

cry out in surprise when mother told 
them “It’s worth twenty dollars,” she 
said. “It’s called a double-eagle and is 
the largest gold piece made in the United 
States.” : 

“How in the world do you suppose it 
got there, mother?” asked Lee. “I can’t 
imagine. Can you?” J 

“T’m not sure,” answered mother, “but 
let me tell you a story I’ve heard your 
grandfather tell about something that 
happened when he was a boy om this very 
farm, and perhaps we can figure it out.” 

Both children curled up on the couch 
while mother went on with the mending 
their excited entrance had interrupted. 

“T have often heard your grandfather tell 
of what happened on his tenth birthday,” 
began mother. “Under his plate at break- 
fast that morning he found a twenty-dol- 
lar gold piece. It was a present from an 
uncle for whom he was named. This 
uncle lived out West and had visited your 
grandiather’s folks for some time, feaving 
just before his namesake’s birthday. Your 
grandfather was greatly delighted at own- 
ing such a sum of money, also by the 
fact that he was to be taken to the cir- 
cus for the first time in his life that aft- 
ernoon. This happened in cherry time 
and your grandfather ate so many cher- 


ries in the morning and so many peanuts’ 


at the circus in the afternoon that he 
was a very sick boy that night. The doc- 
tor was called and no one in the house 
slept all night. He was better in the 
morning, and after a while asked to see 
his gold piece. His mother went to the 
little box in which it had been put, but 
found it empty. Then your grandfather 
confessed that instead of leaving it safely 
in the box he had been carrying it around 
in his pocket, so that he might take it out 
and admire it from time to time. A 
search 6f his pockets failed to find it 
and it was always supposed that in the 
jostling of the crowds at the circus it 
had been Jost or stolen. But considering 
your discovery to-day— what do you 
think happened ?” 

“Tt’s easy to guess,” said Lee. “If he 
was éating cherries in the morning, of 
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course, he was up in a tree and father 
says a big old cherry trée used to stand 
right where the shed is now.” 

“That was the only cherry tree on the 
place, too, I’ve heard him say,” said 
mother. 

“And grandfather must have lost the 
gold piece out of his pocket when he was 
up in the tree,” continued Lee, “and it 
must -have fallen into a hollow in the 
trunk and —” 

“And the tree grew older and the hol- 
low grew deeper and the gold piece drop- 
ped lower and lower —’” put in Milly. 

“Until finally, when the old tree blew 
over, the money was way down to the 
roots and there it stayed waiting till Milly 
found it.” Lee finished. 

“Till we found it,” corrected Milly. 

“T think that must have been about what 
happened,” said mother. “Did you look 
at the date of the gold piece? I remember 
now that your grandfather said the date 
was the same as the year of his birth 
which was—let me think —’ Mother 
hesitated while the children who had 
rushed to the table where the coin lay, 
waited expectantly. 

“He was born in 1850,” said mother, 
after a moment. 

“That's it!” cried both children, “That's 
the date on it. That proves it, doesn’t 
it, mother ?” 

“IT don’t think thére is much doubt,” re- 
plied mother. “And what are you going 
to do with the treasure you have dis- 
covered ?” 

“I'd like to put my half in the bank 
with my ‘college money,” said Milly. 

“So would I,” said Lee. 

“I think that would be a fine use to 
make of it,” approved mother. 

“Now let’s go back and bury our 
pirate treasure,” said Lee. 

“And we'll make the map the first 
leasant day,” planned Milly, following 
brother back to the shed, “and this 
summer after Jimmie has dug up the 
make-believe treasure, we'll tell him about 
the real treasure we found.” 


SouTHINGTON, CONN. 
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What Impressed Me at 
America’s Keswick 


By Alice Dinsmoor 


F OUR country had been searched from 

the Atlantic to the Pacific, from the 
Canadian border to the Guit, I doubt if 
a place could have been found so well 
suited to the work carried on there, as 
is this. New Jersey Keswick. Amid the 
sandy barrens of Ocean County lie these 
beautiful acres, so hidden from the trav- 
eled highways that one wonders how they 
were ever found, Pines and cedars and 
low oaks border the lovely lakes and are 
mirrored in their clear waters. 

‘the “rambies” along the lakes and 
through the woods and over rustic bridges 
to enticing rustic seats are constant 
sources of delight to lovers of Nature, 
while the Bible references one finds nailed 
to trees and stumps and bridges help to 
carry the religious atmosphere of the 
house to the out-of-doors. 

Sureiy God guided William Raws of 
Philadelphia to this sequestered spot, 
twenty-eight years ago, when he planted 
here his colony of “down and, out” men, 
and began the work of faith that has 
helped hundreds of men out of the bond- 
age of sin into the peace that passeth 
understanding. 

Since prohibition, fewer men seek this 
refuge, but some have no other home. In 
the prayer-meetings held in the little 
chapel built by the “colony,” these men 
qeote the Scripture they find specially ex- 
pressive of their experience, and sing the 
Victorious Life hymns with fervor. 

The home atmosphere, which one feels 
from the first hour, is created by the 
kindly, genial “Mother” Raws and her 
son Addison, who took up his father’s 
work when he went to his heavenly home, 
by Mrs. Addison C. Raws and their three 
little children, and by their corps of as- 
sistants who are all united by the tie of 
Christian love. 

My last days at Keswick Grove were 
those of the Thanksgiving Week-End 
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For Immediate Attention 


More than FORTY Heathen village chiefs have just appealed to us for 
Christian Teachers. Some of these chiefs have persecuted the Christians 
for several years; but now it seems as if the Holy Spirit had touched their 
hearts. Most of them live under semi-savage conditions. Until quite re- 
cently their “ pastime’’ was to raid other villages around, steal, rob and 
chop off the heads of their victims; others they would take back into their 
own country as captives and slaves. They are still devil-worshippers, and 


Shall We Heed Their Pathetic Call? 


Surely it cannot be the will of our Heavenly Father that we should 
refuse to respond, and that they should die without Christ ! 


One Teacher Costs $35.00 a Year— 
Less than 75 cents per week 


We dare not add to our present heavy financial. responsibilities except 
as the Spirit of God Himself will call upon others of His Stewards and 


Prayer- Warriors to co-operate with us. 


Reader, does He call you into this iis ministry and fellow- 


““ Whatsoever HE saith unto you, Do it.” 
Send all gifts — whether large or small — to 


THE NORTH EAST INDIA GENERAL MISSION, Inc. 
1213 Pennsylvania Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 


SPECIAL NOTE: This Mission is Interdenominational, and 
entirely free fron. Modernism 
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London, E. C. 4 














Victorious Life Conference. Every pos- 
sible preparation ‘for the comfort of those 
who came was made. The Raws family 
and their helpers- with extra ones enlisted 
were alert in their service — this and noth- 
ing more. Members of the Council of 
the Victorious Life Testimony presided 
in the dining-room and at the meetings in 
the Chapel, but the atmosphere was un- 
changed. When the Victorious Life Con- 
ferences were moved from Stony Brook 
to Keswick, they came into a place where 
the promises of the Lord had been kept 
so long that no man feared they would 
fail. 

The meetings “of this Thanksgiving 
Week-End Conference ail had their value: 
the morning worship at seven o’clock, the 
Bible exposition by Mr. Webster later, 
Mrs. J. Harvey Borton’s missionary talks, 
the marvelous record of transformed 
tribes in the Soudan, as told by Mr. R. V. 
Bingham, of Toronto, and his illustrated 
prophecies of the Second Coming of the 
Lord. 

On both days Mr. Raws spoke on the 
Victorious Life, giving most touching and 
convincing testimony to the faithfulness 
of the Lord, shown in answer to his 
father’s prayers and to his own. 

On the whole, the two strongest im- 
pressions I received at Keswick Grove 
are these: That it is our privilege to claim 
to-day the promises peach by God. That 
unless we do claim these promises we fail 
in giving to him and to the world proof 
of our abiding love for the Lord. 


Wasurincron, D. C. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





January 24. Why and How Should We Send 
Christianity to Latin America? Jer. 
31 : 31-34. (Missionary meeting.) 

January 31. The Call, the Claims, and the 
Conquests of the Church. Acts 13 : 1-3; 
Heb. 10:24, 25; 1 Thess. 1:1-10. (De- 
nominational Day. Beginning Christian 
Endeavor Week.) 

February 7. What Does Christian Endeavor 
Mean to Me? Matt. 20: 25-28. (Christian 
Endeavor Day.) 

February 14. What Is Faith, and What Does 
It Do For Us? Heb. 11: 1-10. (Consecra- 
tion meeting.) 


Sunday, January 17 
Great Ideas That Have Spurred People 
to Action (Isa. 6 : 1-8; 2 Sam. 
7:1-3) 





Mon.—Communion with God (Heb. 
rr: 9), ’ 
Tues.—Seeking for God (Heb. 11 : 8-10). 
Wed.—Liberty (Heb. 11 : 24- tg 
Thurs.—Ambition (Gen. 37 : 5-11). 
Fri.—A vision of God (2 Kings 6: 8-16). 
Sat.—Consecration (Gal. 1 : 11-24). 











What ideas spurred Jesus to action? 

What ideas produced the Christian Endeavor 
Society ? 

What ideas produced the Y. M. C. A.? 


MAN, who had long practised many 
austerities without finding any com- 
fort or change of heart, was once com- 
plaining of his state to a certain bishop. 
“Alas!” said he, “self-will and self-right- 
eousness follow me everywhere. Only 
tell me where you think I shall learn to 
be myself. Will it be by study, or prayer, 
or good works?” 
“T think,” replied the bishop, “that the 
place where you lose self will be that 
where you find your Saviour.” 


The man does not live who can come 
face to face with God and come away un- 
changed. It is thrilling to follow through 
the Old and New Testaments those’ men 
who had a vision of God or of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and to note the transforma- 
tion in their lives that came.from their 
contact with God or with his Son. 


Abraham was transformed from the dis- 
obedient, doubting Chaldean to the staunch 
patriarch, willing to believe God at any 
cost and of whom it could be written that 
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By AMOS R.WELLS, Litt.D.,LL.D 
Phe World’s Greatest Sunday- 
School Commentary for 
Ie Contanrs The greacest pos 

sible wealth Of practicalhelp all 
presentedineasily workable man 
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It Fuarnishes Boru celerareriarern 


of Knowledge o1 the spiritual 


teachings and the inspiration 
which teachers of all grades re 
quire. This is the fifty-second 
amnual volume i publishing 
record unequaled except by the 
Bible itself. 


Price $1.90 net $2.00 delivered 
At all booksellers 
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INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE C0. 
1701-1705 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 


BRONZE TABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, HymnBoards,Collection Plates,etc. 


| Globe Furniture Company, 23,Psr* Face. 
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In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the ad- 
vertisement in The Sunday School Times. 
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Lesson for January Ww 
John 3: 1-173 7 : 45-52; 19 : 38-42 


he was “the friend of God.” Jacob was 
changed from the sly deceiver to Israel 
the prince with God. Isaiah had his un- 
clean lips purged so that he could tell 
forth the marvelous prophecy concerning 
the coming Messiah of his people and the 
Redeemer of the world. Saul of Tar- 
sus, the persecutor, became Paul the bond- 
slave of the Lord Jesus Christ. So on 
down through the ages wherever men 
have really come to know the Lord Jesus 
Christ, they have been galvanized to ac- 
tion, not by-a mere idea, but by a passion- 
ate love for him whom they serve. 
bd 

It was love for the Lord Jesus Christ 
that was responsible for the beginning of 
the Christian Endeavor movement. A re- 
vival had come to the Williston Congre- 
gational Church of Portland, Me., and 
thirty or forty young people had given 
their hearts to Christ. It was that they 
might come to know their Lord in a defi- 
nite way through prayer-meetings, artd 
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* lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 


able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico,~Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. | 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one: subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 

The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of-the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a ‘subscription -delivered im: the United 
States~ because: of the -higher.-periedical rate 
charged by the--Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, all_Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage, That is, the Canadian chtb sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and the 
single subscription, $2.25 a year. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The. Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates plus ‘50 cetits each for foreign postage: 
That is: one copy, one yédr, $2.50; five or 
more copies, either to separate addresses or in 
a package to one address, $2 each per year. 
The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers. 


ie31 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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that they —_ find a field of service 
where their love for the Master could 
be expressed that this little group of 
young folks met, at the suggestion of their 
pastor, in February, 1881, to organize 
the first Christian Endeavor Society. 


4 a 

It was love for his Lord that prompted 
George Williams to win twenty-seven of 
his fellow-workmen to Christ m Holmes 
Drapery Establishment at Bridgewater, 
Eng., and to organize them for the con- 
ducting of Gospel meetings in nearby vil- 
lages. It was that same burning love and 


‘zeal for the Master that led him in con- 


nection with a fellow-worker, J. Chris- 
topher Smith, to conduct prayer-meetings 
and Bible classes in the establishment to 
which he later went in London in 1841, 
and it was lives transformed through the 
ministry of these two young men that 
later spread thé Gospel work among many 
of the business houses of London and led 
to the final forming, in 1844, of the Young 
Men’s Christian Association, 
we 

And it was love that brought the Lord 
Jesus Christ to this earth, a love so in- 
finitely superior to man’s love that it 
could take in the whole world, a love so 
deep and profound that he was willing to 
lay aside the glory he had with the Father 
(John 17:5), and take upon him the form 
of a servant (Phil. 2: 6-8), and die the 
most ignominious death man has ever de- 
vised, that we might live. It was love 
that guided him throughout his entire 
earthly ministry, — first of all love for the 
Father, that made it a delight to do his 
will (John 4:34), and then love for suf- 
fering humanity that drew forth his ten- 
derness and compassiofi everywhere he 
went, 


we 
Do I really love the Lord Jesus Christ? 


Is my love for him such that it is easy 
to obey him? 


Does my love for him make it easy for him 
to use me for whatever he desires of me? 


' PHILADELPHIA. 





Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 











Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if 
questions are too personal for an answer 
in these columns, Mother Ruth will be 
glad to reply individually if possible, if 
return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: Would you answer some 
one who is not in America, not a girl, and not 
young? 

I am of a nervous disposition and liable to 
impulses which seem at the time reason- 
able, and sometimes imperative, as though 
the voice of God or conscience. With utter 
surrender and utter obedience, how can we be 
sure of God’s voice? 

I do thank you for your column in The 
Sunday School Times. It is a real inspiration 
to me, and I never fail to get help from it. 


Yours with much gratitude,—“EARNEST,” 
ENGLAND. 


| pete FRIEND: I ‘thank you for 
your encouraging words and want 
to assure you that this column stands for 
helpfulness whether you be boy, man, 
young, or otherwise. We are “no re- 
specter of persons” as we travel in the 
footsteps of the Master. Glad to note 
the thoughts have reached you on another 
shore. To Him one country is as another, 
and we are brothers and sisters according 
to: Mark 3: 35. 

God is ever faithful. If we are really 
surrendered, and are in his _ hands, 
there will be no doubt as to his will. I 


fear we do not walk and talk to God 


steadily. We are so apt to take things 
as they appear to us, and make our de- 
cisions, without consulting our Lord about 
them. If he is walking with us, or rather 
if we are walking with him, we will talk 
to him before the impetuous decision has 
been made. We must realize that “nearer 
is he tham breathing, closer than hands and 
feet,” and live with that realization ever 
ours. The habit of consulting him quickly 
before ‘we decide, can be ours if we will 
cultivate it. It is not necessary to do a 





great deal of talking, but the inner ris- 
ing of our hearts to know his will and 
seek for direction, and lean on him, can 
be ours, and is the fruit of the life “hid 
with Christ in God.” 

Too often we expect to see, before we 
take the next step. The will of God is 
not made known to us for years to come, 
except a step at a time. and the safest 
way is to do nothing, unless we know 
what his will is for us. Waiting is such 
an important part of the knowing of God’s 
will. He-has sent, according to his Word, 
the Comforter to gwide us into all truth, 
and we will be given such a clear call 
of what pleases him that we cannot go 
wrong, nor do the thing that will dis- 
please him. Love knows so quickly when 
it is not in harmony with the Lover! Be 
constantly with him, and you will know 
him and his will, 


A Great Teacher for a 
Great Bible Class 


HE work begun by the late William 

Jennings Bryan, when he organized 
the Tourists’ Bible Class, nine years ago, 
as an, adjunct of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Miami, Fia., will continue. 
Herbert Booth, the youngest son of the 
founder of the Salvation Army, the late 
General Booth, has been selected to teach 
the class. Mr. W. S. Witham, well-known 
to the thousands of winter visitors who 
attend the class in Royal Palm Park 
every Sunday, will continue to act as 
p'atform manager. In addition, William 
Jennings Bryan, Jr., who has taken up a 
permanent residence in Miami, will also 
be om the platform each Sunday, and 
take part in the exercises. 

“Ambassador, Booth,” as Mr. Booih has 
become known on both Continents and in 
Australia and New Zealand, began his 
duties with the class on the first Sunday 
of December, 1925, and will continue 
through April of this year. He is not 
a stranger to the new work he has un- 
dertaken. He is an old and warm friend 
of the late Mr. Bryan. A year or more 
ago he spent some time in Miami and 
visited the class. 

Mr. Booth left his high position and 
prospects in the Salvation Army some 
eighteen years ago, in order to undertake 
evangelistic work in all parts of the world. 
He has formerly commanded the. forces 
of. the Salvation Army in Great Britain, 
Canada, and Australasia. Few men of 
his .age perhaps have had a wider and 
more varied experience in Christian work. 

In his early days, Mr. Booth worked 
in France and Switzerland under much 
persecution, later he was in charge of the 
Army training institutions ‘at Clapton, 
where nearly four thousand young men 
were trained and sent to all parts of the 
world in Salvation Army work. In Eng- 
land he led two remarkable Christian 
Crusades evangelizing towns and villages 
and preaching to multitudes in the largest 
buildings obtainable, as well as address- 
ing open-air meetings. It was through 
his efforts that the “Cycle Brigades’ were 
organized, and a number of mission vans 
were built and used. 

Truly the committee in charge of this 
Bible Class have chosen a leader that is 
well equipped to carry'on the work laid 
down by Mr. Bryan, and under him the 
work should go forward in ever-increas- 
ing blessing to the multitudes thronging 
into Florida. 

Next week’s issue of The Sunday 
School Times will contain Mr. Booth’s 
first sermon before the Tourists’ Bible 
Class, 

Readers of The Sunday School Times 
will have the oppertunity of sharing with 
the Tourists’ Bible Class Mr. Booth’s first 
sermon before the class. It is a stirring 
salvation message taken from the account 
in Acts of Paul’s shipwreck and deliver- 
ance, and it will be published exclusively in 
next week’s issue of The Sunday School 
Times under the title, “Booth’s First Ad- 
dress at the Bryan Bible Class.” 

It is the frequent appearance of such 
unusual and helpful features as Mr. 
Booth’s first sermon to the Tourists’ Bible 
Class that prompt so many readers of 
The Sunday School Times to pass on its 
messages to their friends and acquaint- 
ances. Many are finding the Ten Weeks 





Get Acquainted Subscription plan, at 
25 cents each, a convenient way to ghare 
the paper with others. Should there be 
those you would like to have read Mr. 
Booth’s straightforward, uncompromising 
Gospel sermon, why not send them Get 
Acquainted subscriptions, beginning with 
next week’s issue? All such subscrip- 
tions should be plainly designated and ad- 
dressed to The Sunday School Times, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 














Housekeepings 
worst Job 
made easy 





No Loncer need the necessary 
task of keeping the closet bowl 
clean be disagreeable. Sani-Flush 
does away with all scrubbing, 
scouring and dipping water. 


Simply sprinkle Sani-Flush in 
the bowl, Follow directions on 
the can. Flush, Every stain, 
mark and incrustation disap- 
pears. Sani-Flush leaves the 
bowl clean and gleaming white. 
It gets down into the hidden, 
unhealthful trap and cleans that 
too. Banishes all foul odors. 

Harmless to plumbing connec- 
tions. Keep it in the bathroom. 

Buy Sani-Flush at your gro- 
cery, drug or hardware store, 
or send 25 cents for a full-size 
can. 30 cents in Far West. 
35 cents in Canada. 


Tue Hycienic Propucts Co. 
. Canton, Ohio 





























PARISH PAPERS 





Any church, school or class ~can 
publish a parish paper by using our 
co-operative plan. A parish paper 
fills empty pews, keeps community 
informed, speeds up church work, 
Free Samples and Particulars. 
Our plan provides a paper for your 
church without cost to you. 
aThe National Religious Press 
8.3. T. Grand Rapids, Mich. 


“BEAR” AND “FORBEAR” 


Absolutely new! Just out! Postcard pic- 
tures of brown bear cubs, printed in colors. 
Every home, office, store should have one 
or more sets. Husband, wife, parents, chile. 
dren, teachers, employers, employees need 
these cards to remind them to bear with 
others. Price, 10c (silver) a set (2 cards)j 
sets, 25c. ‘lo agents, bookrooms, etc., 
be a set. All prepaid. Cash with all orders, 
Order now! Supply limited ! L. B. O’ Neel. 
— 3433W. Washington St., Indianapolis,Ind 


A Whole Year for $1.00! 
mHE ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 


Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: ‘There is 
no other I like as well.”” Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 

















When answering advertisements, 


please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 
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Choir Singers! 
Ministers! 


‘Is Your Voice 
Worthy of 
the Message? 


[t IS your solemn duty to cultivate your voice 
so that you can give praise to Lord in 
fitting harmony and beauty. Whether you are 
singing the glorious old hymns or preaching the 
Werd of God from rw 
it, a vigorous, clear, 
on beautiful voice is 
necessary to carry home 
your message, ou 
should have a beautiful 
voice to do your best 
work—to take your 
proper place in your 
community. 

Professor Feuchtinger, A.M., internationally 
famous as a voice er, has discovered a secret 
of scientific voice culture—the development of 
the Hyo-Glossus muscle. If this muscle in 
your throat is weak and undeveloped, your 
voice will be weak and wnireneed, your 
voice will be weak, harsh or shrill, and easily 
fatigued.” The morse you use your voice, the 
more you will strain all parts of the vocal 
mechanism. 


A Great Improvement Assured 


Through Professor Feuchtinger’s method you 
can improve your voice in volume and quality. 
Your strong, clear tones will become a constant 
source of inspiration to your congregation. If 
your voice does not double in beauty and 
quality, in your own opinion, we will refund 
your money, See what the Rev. J. R. Prioleau 
says about it: 


Dear Professor Feuchtinger : 

My voice is getting stronger and stronger. I 
can bring out a full tone that stirs my audi- 
ence. On the fourth Sunday of the month, I 
was preaching to about four hundred people, 
and when had finished, the pastor said; 
‘*Reverend Prioleau is here with a great voice. 
He will be a Beecher! He will be a laimadge! 
He will bea Spurgeon! And he is only thirty 
years of age.”’ 

I can preach three times a day and feet like 
preaching four. My singing voice is develop- 
ing fast. | speak more powerfully. People say 
the Lord is in Sperything | speak, 

REVEREND J. KR. PRIOLEAU, 
26 N. Nassau St., Charleston, S. C. 


“While in Illinois among old friends and ac- 
quaintances from_whom I had been absent for 
nearly two years I was asked several times to 
preach. I did so and was showered with words 
of praise. .1t was said that coming South had 
done me somuch good. It was also said that 
1 was developing into a great preacher. 1 un- 
derstood, but they did not, that it was just a 
change of voice due to re method.”’ 
C. G. MASON, Jackson, Mich. 


Develop Your Voice 

Your voice can be developed, too. 
Sabina Leipheimer'’s letter. 
cultivate a beautiful voice. 


My Dear Instructor: 
I have great faith in 





Read 
And start now to 


our course for two rea- 
sons : First, because it has improved my voice 
and given me more confidence in myself, which 
llacked. SeGond, your advertisement came 
as a direct answer to prayer. Now | feel that 
1 am helping more in ay choir work. 

SABINA LEIPHEIMER, Sharon, Pa. 


This Book 
Free To You 


Mail the coupon below 
and receiye free Professor 
Feuchtinger’s valuable 
book ‘‘Physical Voice Cul- 
ture.’ Do not hesitate to 
ask. Professor Feuchtinger 
is anxious to send you 
his book. It tells you 
all about his wonderful 
method and the marvelous 
results obtained by those 
who have taken this training. Don’t delay. 

Mail the COUPON at once. 


i 
PERFECT VOICE INSTITUTE 
1922 Sunnyside Ave.,Studio B-47-61,Chicago, Ii. 


Dear Mr. Feuchtinger: Will you please send me 
a copy of your new free book “‘ Physical Voice 
Culture.”” understand that thisis free and that 
there is no obligation on my part. I am interested in 


© Singing O Speaking O Stammering O Weak Voice 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


The Great Commission Prayer League, 808 North 
La Salle Street, Chicago, is a faith movement, de- 
pendent for its support wholly upon the Lord 
through “‘them that are His."’ Its leafiets are 
published free in the Lord for prayerful distribu- 
tion. Its office staff gladly respond to personal 
calls for intercession as such calls are sent to them 
by mail and otherwise. Readers are asked to pray 
for God's dance and blessing of the League.— 
Editor of The Sunday School Times, 


A “Yearly Prayer List’’ 


HAT should it include? First of 

all, those for whom God’s Word 
commands us to pray: OTHERS FIRST: 
“All Israel’ (Rom, 9: 1-3; 10:13 11: 
26-36) ; “The peace of Jerusalem” (Psa, 
122:6); “Jerusalem a praise in the earth” 
(Isa. 62:6, 7); “All saints’ (Eph. 6: 
18); “One for another” (Jas, 5:16); 
The “siek among you” (Jas. 5:14); “For 
us” (which includes all true pastors, mis- 
sionaries, evangelists, teachers of the 
Word, and Christian workers every- 
where), “that the word of the Lord may 
have free course, and be glorified, ... 
And that we may be delivered from un- 
reasonable and wicked men” (2 Thess. 3: 
1, 2); “All men” (1 Tim, 2:1); “Them 
which despitefully use you, and persecute 
you” (Matt. 5:44); “All that are in 
authority” (1 Tim, 2:2); OvursELves 
LAST: And for me,” Paul says (Eph. 6: 
19); “What things soever ye desire” 
(Mark 11:24). “Delight thyself also 
in the Lord; and he shaM give thee the 
desires of thine heart” (Psa. 37:4). “If 
ye abide in me, and my words abide in 
you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it 
shall be done unto you” (John 15:7). 
(Other suggestions below.) 


January 11 to 17 
Mon.—John 3:1-17. Jesus and Nicodemus. 


Verse 10 reads literally, “Art thou the 
teacher of Israel, and knowest not these 
things?” Nicodemus (an “LL.D.” as to 
Moses’ law, we would probably say now- 
adays) didn’t even know the alphabet of 
the law of the “kingdom of God” (v. 3). 
Oftentimes great intellectual learning and 
utter spiritual poverty are pitifully closely 
associated. 

Prayer Succestions: The “Yearly 
Prayer List” is a Daily (or Weekly) 
Prayer List continued through the year. 
As indicated above, “All Israel” and “All 
men” and “All saints” (roughly speaking, 
Jews, Gentiles, and Church of God) 
should be on such a list, together with 
the various groups in each general class, 
as also indicated. 

Tues.—John 7 : 45-52. 
Nicodemus Defends Jesus. 

Some two years have elapsed, and Nico- 
demus reappears, this time not as inquirer 
but as defender. The interview that to 
human eyes seemed fruitless may after all 
have borne richly. Notice the word 
“search,” and compare with chapter 5: 
30. Searching the Scriptures may have 
an evil as well as a good motive. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: One’s prayer list 
should be made out with the greatest care. 
Outside the objects of prayer commanded 
in God’s Word, it is not primarily (in 
the writer’s opinion) for us to choose for 
whom or for what we should pray or not 
pray. The Spirit chooses (Rom. &14), 
and a helpeth our infirmities” (Rom. 
8:26). 


Wed.—John 19 : 38-42. 
Nicodemus Assists at Christ’s Burial. 
Here is still further evidence of the 
“remarkable change which had _ taken 
place” (Wilkinson). Joseph, and perhaps 
Nicodemus also, had- been secret disciples 
“for fear of the Jews”; but now both 
men take their place boldly and openly. 
Their act was all the more remarkable 
because seemingly espousing. a lost cause. 
What would our course have been? 
Prayer Succestions: He who lives 
close to God is “burdened” by the Spirit 
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to pray for specific objects of prayer, such 
as for the salvation or reclamation of 
certain individuals, a deeper work of 
grace in certain wes, a revival in cer- 
tain churches or an awakening in certain 
communities. Put all such objécts on 


your prayer list, and depend on the help y 


of the Spirit to enable you to fulfil every 
Scriptural condition. 


Thurs.—John 1 : 6-13. Begotten of God. 


Verse 13 contains an emphatic‘ three- 
fold. denial concerning those who are 
“born of God.” The new birth is “not 
of superior human descent, not of human 
generation at all, not of man in any man- 
ner of way” (David Brown). It is a 
divine process utterly foreign to the natu- 
ral man. 

Prayer Succestions: Other possible 
objects for one’s daily prayer list are the 
following: Your church and all its of- 
ficial members and departments of serv- 
ice; your neighbors (by name); your 
loved ones and friends; your entire com- 
munity, with all its spiritual and social 
and other varied interests; likewise your 
state and nation. Pray for all who are 
afflicted in any way. 


Fri—1 John 2: 23-29. Begotten of Christ. 


There is a sense im which a man, di- 
vinely unaided, may practise mere moral 
or ethical righteousness, but no man can 
practise the righteousness of God apart 
from Christ. But it is in Christ that 
the righteousness of God is manifested, 
practising which righteousness proves that 
a mam “is born of him” (v. 29). 

PRAYER ‘SUGGESTIONS: Church-wide -re- 
vival, world-wide evangelization, and end- 
time advent; such specific evangelizing 
and missionary agencies as God leads you 
to pray for; home and foreign mission- 
aries (by name), and other Christian 
workers. 


Sat.—Titus 3 : 1-7. 
Begotten of the Holy Spirit: 


The “renewing of the Holy Ghost” (v. 
5) does not refer to regeneration at all, 
but rather to the progressive subsequent 
work. The former is done once for all; 
the latter proceeds daily therefrom, if we 
“follow on.” Nevertheless, regeneration 
is the one triune act “of the Father, and 
ot the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,” 
symbolized in baptism (Matt. 28: 19). 

Prayer Svuccestions: Such Bible 
houses, tract societies, Bible training 
schools, missionary boards, moral reform 
agencies, educational institutions, publish- 
ing houses, and other societies as God 
seems to lay specifically upon your heart. 
Also all mid-week and Saturday night 
prayer-meetings. 


Sun.—John 3 : 31-36. ; 
Eternal Life through God’s Son. 

Eternal life is a present possession (v. 
36), not something entered upon at death. 
He who through faith possesses Christ 
now possesses now all that is in Christ. 
“All things are yours” if “ye are Christ’s” 
(1 Cor. 3:21, 23). Is there not strength 
in the very thought that all the abounding 
fulness of life in Christ is ours now? 

Prayer Succestions: This and other 
religious papers, the Victorious Life Tes- 
timony, the Fundamentals Conference 
movement, your denomination and all its 
Gospel interests, all evangelical denomina- 
tions, world-wide unity in the hearts o 
believers; and especially on each Lord’s 
Day fray for your own pastor and church 
and Sunday-school. Pray patty-for local 
and world-wide revival. 


ROBUSTNESS 


depends largely upon the 
quality of you as- 


similate. 

Scott’s Emulsion 

is the ideal food and tonic for 

those who are not in ess 

of strength. Scott’s Emulsion 

helps keep people robust. 
Scott & Bowne, Bloomfield, N. J. 
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Tighten Your Grip 
On the Young Folks 


Music with the Miessner Piano makes 
Sunday School and church a delightful 


lace for children. They want to come. 
us, a life-long association is created. 


The 3 ft. 7 in. high Miessner is light, 
easily moved about. Has a big beautiful 
tone. On every occasion you can make 
full use of the inspirational effect, the 
at moral force of fine music with the 
iessner. Return coupon for our special 
offer to churches. 


Miessner Piano Company 
148 Reed Street Milwaukee, Wis. 


MIESSNER 


THE LITTLE PIANO WITH THE BIG TONE 


Pe ed 
Miessner Piano Co, 
148 Reed St., Milwaukee, Wis. 


Gentlemen: Please send Miessner Piano 
catalog, special price to churches, and details 
of 10-day free trial offer. ; 


CHURCH. «sc ee eter ce ete eee sees 


ADDRESS. 2.2 eee ceo eseeesers 


My Name, . 











Help Wanted 
For the Bible Cause 


American Bible Society 
Annuity Bonds will 
provide the means. 
These Bonds are safe, 
profitable, convenient, 
and satisfying. 


Income as high 
as 9% 


Write for booklet ‘‘ Bible 
and Bonde’’ No. 16 V -to 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
BIBLE HOUSE, Astor Place, New York, N. Y. 











British-Israelism 
Unscriptural and Non-Historic 
“Would you like to know why? 


Send two dimes (20c¢) or, two 10¢ stamps, for full 
set of MY WATCH to date. Address the editor: 


MRS, JESSIE SAGE ROBERTSON 
213 Bonita Avenue Piedmont, 














Better Ministerial Preparation 
leads to promotion. Study at home. Best books. 
Course leads to graduation. Announcements. Write 
Prof. C. J. BURTON, Bible University, Eugene, Ore. 
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